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Commentary 
How Many 
Physicians 
Are Enough? 
by John I. Sandson, M.D. 
Dean John I. Sandson is a frequent speaker on 
the subject of medical education and related 
issues. The following article recently appeared 
as an "Op-Ed" piece in Boston University 
Today. 
I n 1950 there were 75 medical schools i n the United States 
that admitted 7,500 students each 
year. Today there are 127 medical 
schools admitt ing about 17,500 
students. The impact of this 
enormous expansion is just n o w 
being ful ly felt. 
D u r i n g the 1950s and the 1960s, 
the capacity to train the nation's 
physicians was expanded i n 
direct response to an increased 
demand for medical services 
brought about by the introduc-
t ion of Medicare and Medicaid 
and the implementation of many 
employer-sponsored health insur-
ance plans. A t the same time, 
people i n the United States were 
becoming more and more health 
conscious. This concern w i t h 
health and fitness, coupled w i t h 
the enormous technological 
advances taking place i n medi-
cine, also contributed to a greater 
demand for physicians' services. 
The time required to ful ly train 
a physician i n the United States 
is about 12 years (four years of 
college, four years of medical 
school and about four years of 
postgraduate training). This 
lengthy period accounts for the 
fact that an immediate expansion 
or contraction i n the sizes of 
medical schools w i l l not change 
the numbers of practicing physi-
cians for almost a generation. 
Consequently, dur ing the past 
three decades a significant por-
tion of the demand for more 
medical services has been met by 
physicians trained abroad who 
n o w practice i n the United 
States. Currently, about 20 per-
cent of our active physicians have 
been trained outside of the coun-
try. 
W i t h the expansion of medical 
schools i n the United States and 
the influx of doctors f rom abroad, 
the U.S. now has about 500,000 
licensed physicians, and about 75 
percent of these are specialists. 
Each year this total w i l l be 
increased by the addition of 
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about 17,000 new M.D.s trained 
i n U.S. institutions and between 
3,000 and 4,000 trained abroad. 
Changes in medical practice 
The growing number of physi-
cians has occurred at the same 
time that dramatic changes i n the 
way that medicine is practiced 
have taken place. More doctors 
are choosing careers i n primary 
care, more are w o r k i n g i n ambu-
latory facilities, and more appear 
to be moving to underserved 
areas. I t also is true that efforts 
made several years ago to 
increase minor i ty enrollment i n 
medical schools across the coun-
try are just n o w resulting i n more 
minori ty physicians entering the 
practice of medicine. I t is likely 
that these desirable changes, all 
of w h i c h are improving access to 
medical care, are a result, i n part, 
of the increased number of physi-
cians. I t also could be that newly 
trained doctors, recognizing that 
certain specialties are growing far 
too crowded, are looking to new 
forms of practice like health 
maintenance organizations 
(HMOs) and public sector prac-
tice w i t h a more serious eye than 
i n the past. 
Yet, the number of certain 
types of specialists continues to 
grow w i t h unfortunate results. 
For example, i t has been difficult 
for some surgical specialists to 
perform enough procedures to 
maintain their operative skills. 
Also, some physicians i n particu-
larly crowded specialties may 
have to devote considerable time 
practicing i n areas of medicine i n 
which they have not been ade-
quately trained. There are some 
medical economists w h o maintain 
that the increased numbers of 
specialists leads to unnecessary 
tests and procedures, thus 
increasing the cost of health care. 
Clearly it is time to encourage 
physicians to pursue careers i n 
primary care. More incentives 
There is no accurate 
way to determine the 
ideal number of 
physicians per capita 
should be created to help physi-
cians do just that and to help 
them set u p practices i n areas of 
the country w i t h critically under-
served populations. The time is 
rapidly approaching w h e n the 
demand for some specialists at 
hospitals i n major urban areas 
w i l l be exhausted, while others 
w i l l f ind i t nearly impossible to 
establish practices i n many cities 
across the country. 
Determining number needed 
H o w many physicians are 
enough? Certainly the number of 
doctors per 10,00() people i n the 
U.S. has increased, f rom 14 i n 
1960 to 19 i n 1980. It is predicted 
that this ratio w i l l grow to 24 
physicians per 10,000 people i n 
1990. A n d , whi le these numbers 
are real and point , some say, to a 
" g l u t , " there is no accurate way 
to determine the number of 
physicians per capita that is 
ideal. The early retirement of 
physicians leaving the profession 
sooner than expected due to the 
malpractice crisis, the increased 
number of physicians w h o are 
salaried and likely to work fewer 
hours (i.e. the 40-50 hours 
required by most health plans), 
and the large number of women 
physicians w h o , for a port ion of 
their careers, may choose to work 
part-time make it diff icult to pre-
dict h o w many new doctors w i l l 
be required i n the future. 
Lately, many plans to reduce 
the number of physicians have 
been discussed. Some propose 
maintaining the status quo. If 
there are too many doctors, the 
increased competition may make 
a career i n medicine less attrac-
tive, and if so, fewer qualified 
students w i l l apply to medical 
school and fewer physicians 
trained abroad w i l l seek licensure 
here. 
Others have suggested that we 
l imit the number of physicians 
trained abroad w h o can he 
licensed i n the U.S. This l imita-
t ion could he carried out just i n 
those states w i t h a large number 
of doctors. This w o u l d , perhaps, 
encourage foreign-trained physi-
cians to set up practices i n p r i -
mary care and i n areas of the 
country where they are most 
needed. 
A few have advocated a 
decrease i n the number of stu-
dents enrolled i n the nation's 
medical schools. A n y change of 
this k i n d implemented n o w w i l l 
not have an impact on the supply 
of practicing physicians for at 
least seven to eight years. A n d , it 
is difficult to he certain what the 
demand for physicians w i l l he at 
that time. 
Despite all the changes occur-
r ing i n the practice of medicine, 
i t still is one of the most attrac-
tive careers for the young people 
of our country. As long as tal-
ented students seek to become 
physicians, we must he very cau-
tious about requiring a reduction 
i n the number of qualified appli-
cants w h o can enter our medical 
schools. Our concerns, real or 
perceived, about a " g l u t " of doc-
tors should not precipitate pre-
mature decisions related to physi-
cian supply. As we are just 
beginning to see, an increase i n 
the numbers has been a factor i n 
ameliorating the maldistribution 
of physicians, both i n terms of 
geography and specialty. Reduc-
tion of the total number of physi-
cians must not supercede our 
commitment to improving every-
one's access to quality health 
care. 
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Research in the News 
Researcher Schweber has identified a genetic defect involved in both Alzheimer's 
disease and Down syndrome. 
Genetic defect linking Alzheimer's, Down syndrome 
among findings of School of Medicine researcher 
A presymptomatic diagnostic test for 
Alzheimer's disease (AD) and a 
molecular relationship between AD 
and Down syndrome were reported 
this spring by Miriam Schweber, 
Ph.D., an assistant professor of bio-
chemistry at the School of Medicine, 
af the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Academy of Neurology in New 
York. She also discussed a new diag-
nostic procedure that can detect 
Down syndrome early in pregnancy. 
Schweber's findings were obtained 
using a method that, for the first 
time, permits the accurate measure-
ment of very small amounts of DNA 
in individual samples of various tis-
sues. 
Down syndrome is characterized 
by the presence of three copies, 
rather than the normal two, of a spe-
cific segment of DNA from chromo-
some 21. Schweber's research group 
at BUSM has shown that AD also 
involves triplication of a specific seg-
ment of DNA from chromosome 21, 
which is located near or within the 
Down DNA site. Tests on four types 
of tissues, including blood, taken 
from 15 AD individuals show this 
defect in every case, Schweber 
reported. The results are the same in 
familial AD, nonfamilial AD and 
early and late-onset cases. 
In 1985, Schweber hypothesized 
that a similar genetic basis for both 
AD and DS would be found. She has 
been working for four years to 
develop a method that would accu-
rately detect changes in the amount 
of DNA at the molecular level. The 
testing procedure involves recombi-
nant DNA techniques and provides a 
new system for the diagnosis of 
Alzheimer's and Down syndrome. 
Schweber's research has been sup-
ported by a grant from the Retire-
ment Research Foundation and an 
Allied-Signal Corporation/Alzhei-
mer's and Related Disorders Associa-
tion Faculty Scholar Award. 
Framingham Heart Study 
shows heart disease, 
cholesterol relationship 
Research results that suggested an 
inverse relationship between high-
density lipoprotein cholesterol (HDL-
C), also known as "good" choles-
terol, and the incidence of coronary 
heart disease (CHD) were borne out 
in a follow-up study by the original 
investigators of the Boston Univer-
sity-Framingham Heart Study. 
The report, which appeared in a 
recent issue of the journal of the Amer-
ican Medical Association, concluded 
that subjects with high HDL-C levels 
had only half the CHD risk of those 
with low HDL-C. This relationship 
seems to remain true as the individ-
ual ages, regardless of whether cho-
lesterol levels are high (more than 
260 mg). Those who seemed to have 
safe serum total cholesterol values 
(less than 200 mg/di) were found to 
be at high risk despite this if their 
HDL-C was below 40 mg/dl. 
According to William B. Kannel, 
M.D., M.F.H., a professor of medi-
cine and chief of the Section of Fre-
ventive Medicine and Epidemiology 
at the University Hospital, a former 
director of the Framingham Heart 
Study and one of the authors of the 
report, "It is now recommended that 
HDL-choIesteroI be measured to 
determine the need for preventive 
measures against coronary heart dis-
ease in all persons having a serum 
cholesterol checkup." 
The researchers followed partici-
pants for 12 years, charting HDL-C 
measurements obtained both after an 
overnight fast and nonfast. The pro-
tective effect of HDL-C held true, 
even after taking into account blood 
pressure, cigarette smoking, alcohol 
intake, blood glucose levels and 
weight. The research subjects, 620 
men and 985 women, ranged from 49 
to 82 years of age. Frevious findings 
were based on only four years of fol-
low-up. 
The Framingham Heart Study is 
conducted by BUSM with support 
from the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute. William F. Castelii, 
M.D. , an adjunct associate professor 
of medicine at BUSM, is director of 
the Study. 
4 
Research in the News 
Molecular structure of 
key protein involved in 
cholesterol delivery 
identified by BUSM team 
The molecular structure of a protein 
called apolipoprotein (apoB), a key 
protein in cholesterol delivery, has 
been identified by a BUSM research 
team. The team, which was headed 
by Vassilis Zannis, Ph.D., an associ-
ate professor of medicine and direc-
tor of the Cardiovascular Institute's 
Section of Molecular Genetics, found 
an important new link in the under-
standing of the cholesterol metabo-
lism chain. The data, which was ana-
lyzed with the assistance of 
researchers from BUSM's Biophysics 
Institute, headed by Donald M. 
Small, M.D. , was published in a 
recent issue of the European Molecular 
Biology Journal. 
ApoB is a transporter of cholesterol 
that circulates in the bloodstream. 
Instead of the cholesterol molecules 
passing freely in the bloodstream, 
approximately 2,000 cholesterol mole-
cules, other lipids and one molecule 
of apoB form a complex known as 
low density lipoprotein (LDL) or 
"bad" cholesterol. ApoB ferries the 
LDL to the surface of the ceil, where 
it binds to another protein called the 
LDL receptor. " In this regard, apoB 
serves as the key and the LDL recep-
tor serves as the lock," explained 
Zannis. 
Of concern to Zannis and his 
group is what happens when the 
apoB-LDL receptor system breaks 
down, causing a harmful increase in 
blood cholesterol. "The buildup of 
cholesterol may occur as a result of 
genetic changes in one or the other 
protein," he said. "Then the interac-
tion or 'locking in' of apoB and the 
LDL receptor is inefficient and the 
cholesterol, rather than being deliv-
ered to the cell, builds up in the 
bloodstream. This increase in choles-
terol clogs the arteries and increases 
the risk of atherosclerosis and heart 
disease." 
The BUSM team included: Christos 
Ciadaras, Ph.D., a research instructor 
in medicine and principal collabora-
tor in the research; Margarita 
Hadzopoulou-Cladaras, Ph.D., a 
research fellow in the Section; Robert 
T. Nolte, a graduate student in the 
Biophysics Institute; Rafael Avila, 
M.D. , from the Harvard School of 
Public Health; and David Atkinson, 
Ph.D., an associate research profes-
sor of medicine and biochemistry. 
Funds for the research were pro-
vided by the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute, the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the American Heart 
Association and the March of Dimes 
Birth Defects Foundation. 
Epidemiology Unit 
publishes study results; 
unit renamed in memory 
of co-founder Slone 
The results of a study of the relation-
ship between painkillers and certain 
rare blood disorders recently were 
published by researchers at the 
School of Public Health's Sione Epi-
demiology Unit (formerly the Drug 
Epidemiology Unit) in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association. 
In addition, the Drug Epidemiol-
ogy Unit recently was renamed the 
Slone Epidemiology Unit in memory 
of its late co-founder and co-director 
Dennis Slone, M.B.B.Ch. To mark 
the occasion, a reception was held 
last fall at the Unit's offices, located 
in Brookline, Mass. Slone, who died 
in 1982, was an international author-
ity in the field of drug epidemiology. 
He and Samuel Shapiro, M.D. , 
F.R.C.F.(E.), a research professor of 
socio-medical sciences and commu-
nity medicine, and public health (epi-
demiology and biostatistics), estab-
lished the Unit in 1975. 
In the journal article, which dealt 
with agranulocytosis and aplastic 
A research team headed by Zannis has unraveled the molecular structure of a 
key protein in cholesterol delivery. 
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anemia, the researchers reported that 
some painkillers multiply the chances 
of developing these two potentially 
fatal disorders, but that the overall 
increased risk is very low and should 
not be a primary concern in prescrib-
ing the drugs. Agranulocytosis is the 
depletion of white blood cells in 
peripheral areas of the body; it is not 
often as fatal as aplastic anemia, 
which results when bone marrow 
fails fo produce enough white blood 
cells. 
The five-year research project used 
data gathered from 300 hospitals in 
six European countries and Israel. In 
a comparison of prior analgesic use 
in 221 patients with agranulocytosis 
and 1,425 controls, the data revealed 
that both butazones and indometha-
cin, which are two analgesics com-
monly prescribed for arthritic disor-
ders, were associated with an 
increased risk of the disease. Dipy-
rone, a painkiller that is not 
approved for use in the United 
States, also was associated, in some 
areas but not in others, with agranu-
locytosis. A comparison of prior use 
of analgesics by 113 patients hospital-
ized for aplastic anemia compared 
with 1,724 control cases showed that 
indomethacin, diclofenac and buta-
zones were significantly associated 
with the disease. However, neither 
aspirin nor acetaminophen, the active 
ingredient in Tylenol and other over-
the-counter painkillers, showed sig-
nificant associations with either dis-
order. 
The authors pointed out, however, 
that the statistical link to the diseases 
translates into little real risk of devel-
oping either disorder, and that most 
painkillers have other side effects, 
the most serious being the bleeding 
they often cause in the upper diges-
tive track. These risks should be con-
sidered first when choosing a drug, 
the authors concluded. 
The study involved researchers 
from each participating country. Data 
coordination and analysis took place 
at the Slone Unit. Principal reseach-
ers from the Boston group included 
Slone, Shapiro and David Kaufman, 
M.Sc, an assistant professor of pub-
lic health (epidemiology and biosta-
tistics). 
Faculty receive 
grants, awards 
Eight School of Medicine faculty 
members were chosen fo receive a 
total of $400,000 in 1987-88 Whitaker 
Health Sciences Fund awards for col-
laborative research projects with fac-
ulty at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. BUSM faculty members 
who received grants included: Robin 
Benson, Ph.D., an assistant professor 
of anatomy; Roy Levine, Ph.D., an 
assistant research professor of bio-
chemistry; Richard Miller, M.D., 
Ph.D., an associate professor of 
pathology and an assistant research 
professor of biochemistry; Monica 
Peacocke, M.D., a research instructor 
in dermatology; Oon Tian Tan, 
M.D., an assistant professor of der-
matology; Douglas D. Taylor, Ph.D., 
an assistant professor of microbiol-
ogy; Douglas L. Tillotson, Ph.D., an 
assistant professor of physiology; and 
Jonathan Wright, M.D., an assistant 
professor of medicine. 
Other faculty members who have 
received major grants in recent 
months include: 
Hortensia Amaro, Ph.D., an assis-
tant professor of pediatrics and pub-
lic health, was one of a small number 
of women healfh-care professionals 
who recently were awarded fellow-
ships from the Kellogg Foundation in 
New York to train minority women 
leaders in the field of mental health. 
Amaro also recently received one of 
five grants given by the National 
Center for Health Statistics and the 
Coalition for Spanish Speaking Men-
tal Health Organizations to analyze 
the first comprehensive national data 
set (Hispanic Health and Nutrition 
Evaluation Survey) on the health sta-
tus of the Hispanic population in the 
nation. 
In addition, Amaro and Barry 
Zuckerman, M.D., F.A.A.P., a 
BUSM associate professor of pediat-
rics and chief of the Division of 
Behavioral Pediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine at Boston City Hospital, 
received a three-year grant of 
$250,000 from the William T. Grant 
Foundation, which wil l be used to 
investigate the risks faced by teen-
agers who are both drug users and 
parents. Zuckerman also has been 
awarded a five-year grant of $428,004 
by the National Institutes of Health, 
Division of Maternal and Child 
Health, fo conduct an academic train-
ing program in behavioral pediatrics. 
Alan S. Cohen, M.D., the Conrad 
Wesselhoeft Professor of Medicine 
and director of BUSM's Multipurpose 
Arthritis Center, and Robert F. 
Meenan, M.D., M.P.H., an associate 
professor of medicine and associate 
director of the Center, announced 
that the National Institutes of Health 
has awarded the Center a five-year 
$4,213,000 renewal grant for biomedi-
cal and health-care research. 
Carlo De Luca, Ph.D., a BUSM 
research professor of neurology and 
director of the Neuromuscular 
Research Center at Boston Univer-
sity, announced that the Center has 
been awarded a three-year grant of 
$1.4 million from the Veterans 
Administration to develop compo-
nents of a back-pain analysis system. 
Thomas F. Freddo, O.D., Ph.D., 
an assistant professor of ophthalmol-
ogy and pathology, has been 
awarded a three-year $150,000 
research grant from the Whitaker 
Foundation for his study fo better 
understand the fluid dynamics of 
aqueous humor flow in normal and 
inflamed eyes, and its role in uveitis-
induced glaucoma. 
John Noble, M.D., a professor of 
medicine and chief of the Section of 
General Internal Medicine at Boston 
City Hospital, recently was awarded 
a two-year $367,096 demonstration 
grant from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation to set up a multidiscipli-
nary geriatric neuropsychiatric reha-
bilitation program at the Council of 
Elders in Roxbury, Mass. Also 
involved with the project will be the 
Boston Visiting Nurse Association, 
Uphams Corner Home Health Care 
Program, the Long Term Care Medi-
cal Croup at Boston City Hospital 
and the Departments of Neurology 
and Psychiatry at BCH. 
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News of major interest at the School 
of Medicine and the School of Public 
Health in recent months has centered 
on a number of milestone events— 
from major honors and achievements 
of faculty members fo the announce-
ment by Dean Sandson that he will 
retire this year. 
John I . Sandson, M . D . , plans to 
retire after 13 years as dean of the 
School of Medicine "to pursue other 
important but less arduous endeav-
ors." Sandson, 59, will serve as dean 
until his successor is named. After a 
year's sabbatical, he will return to the 
School as dean emeritus and a pro-
fessor of medicine and will pursue 
his longstanding interests in financ-
ing medical education and assessing 
physician manpower needs. 
During Sandson's tenure, BUSM 
has initiated a wide range of highly 
successful programs: a Modular Med-
ical Integrated Curriculum 
(MMEDIC) program, which combines 
substantial work in the liberal arts 
with medical courses; an Early Medi-
cal Selection Program, through which 
BUSM works with nine traditionally 
black colleges to increase minority 
enrollment in the School; and a 
School of Public Health, where 
health professionals and others can 
obtain a Master of Public Health 
degree without interrupting their 
careers. Dean Sandson also has insti-
tuted a $10-million system of revolv-
ing loan funds that provides low-cost 
loans to medical students. 
His numerous accomplishments 
lead the New England Regional 
Chapter of the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) last December to 
honor Sandson with its first Maimon-
ides Award for excellence in medi-
cine and education. More than 500 
friends and colleagues of Sandson 
turned out for the award dinner at 
Boston University's Ceorge Sherman 
Union. Among those honoring the 
Dean was Boston Mayor Raymond 
Flynn, who presented Sandson with 
a Paul Revere bowl, signifying the 
City's appreciation of his accomplish-
ments. 
Boston Mayor Raymond Flynn delivered the keynote address at the Maimonides 
Award dinner honoring Dean Sandson. 
Thomas R. Dawber, M . D . , 
M.P.H., architect of the Boston Uni-
versity-Framingham Heart Study, 
and William B. Kannel, M . D . , 
M.P.H., director of the Study from 
1966 to 1979, recently were honored 
with the first Charles A. Dana 
Awards for Pioneering Achievement 
in Health and Higher Education for 
their roles in the Framingham Heart 
Study. Dawber, a BUSM professor of 
medicine, and Kannel, also a profes-
sor of medicine af BUSM and chief of 
the University Hospital's Section of 
Preventive Medicine and Epidemiol-
ogy, were presented with a single 
honorarium of $50,000 and a gold 
Dawber Kannel 
medallion each at a luncheon cere-
mony held in New York. 
The researchers were cited for their 
role in "creating and sustaining the 
premier epidemiological study of this 
century, which continues to bring 
forth information on coronary heart 
disease that is transforming the 
health practices of the American peo-
ple and that stands as a compelling 
model of scientific rigor in the service 
of disease prevention." 
Kannel also was selected earlier 
this year to give the prestigious Uni-
versity Lecture. In his talk, "Con-
quest of Coronary Heart Disease: 
Epidemiological Contributions of the 
Framingham Study," Kannel dis-
cussed the findings of the world's 
longest running epidemiological 
study of its kind. The University Lec-
tureship was established at Boston 
University in 1950 to honor faculty 
members engaged in outstanding 
research and to give all members of 
the University, as well as the general 
public, an opportunity to learn from 
such research. Appointments to the 
Lectureship are made by University 
President John R. Silber after nomi-
nations are submitted by the Univer-
sity's Graduate Schools. 
Kaleidoscope 
Melby Holick 
James C. Melby, M . D . , a professor 
of medicine and physiology and head 
of the Evans Section of Endocrinol-
ogy, and Michael Holick, M . D . , 
Ph.D., recently appointed chief of 
the Endocrine Unit at Boston City 
Hospital and program director for 
BUSM's Clinical Research Center, 
each were awarded the National 
Institutes of Health's Method to 
Extend Research in Time (MERIT) 
Award for their contributions to sci-
ence. Melby received the award for 
his research on the role of hormone 
abnormalities and hypertension. 
Holick's award was for his work on 
the influence of aging on 7-dehydro-
cholesterol in the skin. The MERIT 
Award recognizes prior NIH grant 
recipients for their contributions to 
science, extends the period of 
research support and reduces the 
administrative requirements to 
extend the grant. 
Small Snider 
Another faculty member who 
recently received a prestigious honor 
was Donald M . Small, M . D . , direc-
tor of the Biophysics Institute and a 
professor of medicine and biochemis-
try, who was elected by the Council 
on Arteriosclerosis to present the 
Ceorge Lyman Duff Lecture at the 
59th Scientific Session of the Ameri-
can Heart Association. The topic of 
his lecture was "Progression and 
Regression of Atherosclerotic 
Lesions: Insights from Lipid Physical 
Biochemistry." 
Joel J. Alpert, M . D . , chairman of 
the Department of Pediatrics at the 
School of Medicine and director of 
pediatrics at Boston City Hospital, 
this spring was honored for 15 years 
of leadership at BCH and at the 
School with a scientific program and 
dinner. The program dealt with 
"Children at Risk," and featured lec-
tures on topics ranging from middle 
ear infection to depression among 
adolescent mothers. 
Rita Dudley, Ph.D., an assistant 
professor of psychiatry (psychology) 
and director of the Center for Multi-
Cultural Training in Psychology at 
Boston City Hospital, was awarded 
the 1986 Jack Krasner Memorial 
Award from the Division of Psycho-
therapy of the American Psychologi-
cal Association for her contributions 
to the training of psychotherapists in 
multi-cultural treatment skills, and 
for her help in achieving a greater 
understanding of the processes 
involved in rendering services to 
minorities. 
Cordon L. Snider, M . D . , a profes-
sor of medicine and associate profes-
sor of biochemistry, last fall was 
named chief of medicine at the Bos-
ton Veterans Administration Medical 
Center and designated the Maurice 
B. Strauss Professor of Medicine at 
BUSM and Tufts University School of 
Medicine. He succeeds Daniel 
Deykin, M . D . , a professor of medi-
cine and biochemistry, who now is 
heading the VA's Coordinated 
Research Programs. Snider also 
recently was installed as president of 
the American Thoracic Society, the 
medical arm of the American Lung 
Association. He is a past president of 
the Massachusetts Thoracic Society 
and a recipient of the Society's Chad-
wick Medal. 
Alpert Coulter 
David L. Coulter, M . D . , an associ-
ate professor of pediatrics and neu-
rology and director of pediatric neu-
rology at BUSM and Boston City 
Hospital, recently was elected to a 
second one-year term as president of 
the American Academy of Mental 
Retardation (AAMR) at the organiza-
tion's recent annual meeting in Den-
ver. 
Barbara A. Cilchrest, M . D . , chair-
man of the Department of Dermatol-
ogy at BUSM and chief of dermatol-
ogy at the University Hospital, this 
spring was appointed director of the 
Laser Center at Boston University 
Medical Center. The Center is the 
region's first interdisciplinary laser 
center dedicated to both clinical and 
research applications of lasers. Cre-
ated fo bring together the knowledge 
and experience of BUSM researchers 
and UH clinicians, the Center will 
further the development of medical 
lasers and improve their safe and 
effective clinical use. Assisting in the 
direction of the Center are Desmond 
H. Birkett, M . D . , an associate pro-
fessor of surgery and associate direc-
tor for patient care; Oon Tian Tan, 
M . D . , an assistant professor of der-
matology and associate director for 
Continued on page 10 
Laser Center Director Cilchrest examines 
a patient. 
BUSM student conducts nutrition project in India 
Being a medical student isn't all labo-
ratories and libraries. For example, 
third-year student Manoj K. Jain 
spent time last summer in India, 
where he has been working on a 
project he developed to combat mal-
nutrition. Jain was the recipient of a 
SmithKline Beckman Medical Per-
spectives Fellowship for $3,800 in 
support of his project, "Educating 
Health Workers and Villagers in 
India on the Dietary Uses of Soy 
Foods." He received one of only 34 
such fellowships provided by the 
National Fund for Medical Education 
in 1986. 
Jain, who was born in India, trav-
eled to the Indore district in the cen-
tral region of the country (approxi-
mately 120 miles southwest of 
Bhopal) where he spent three 
months educating health workers 
and villagers on the dietary uses of 
soy products. Jain first became inter-
ested in this idea, he said, because 
his mother does a lot of cooking with 
soy products. Jain's family is vegetar-
ian, as are most people in India. 
Women of a rural village in India are 
learning to incorporate soy products into 
indigenous recipes. 
However, in India soy beans are usu-
ally grown only as a cash crop to be 
used as cattle feed or fo be ground 
for cooking oil. The goal of Jain's 
project was to educate health work-
ers and villagers on the nutritional 
value of soy foods and how they can 
be used in various dishes. 
As a first step, Jain developed a 
training program for health educators 
and health-care workers. Once the 
educators were trained, they went 
into villages to demonstrate how to 
cook with soy foods. Jain also met 
with public-health directors and gov-
ernment ministers to urge them to 
continue with the program after he 
left. Two districts in the state of 
Madhya Pradesh have agreed to try 
it. Jain, who is enrolled in a dual 
M.D.-M.P.H. degree program at 
BUSM, also is awaiting word on his 
grant application from PLENTY, a 
nonprofit organization, to continue 
his work and is in the process of 
seeking other grant agencies. 
New England Journal of Medicine 
VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1 
175th Anniversary Commemorative Edition 
A limited number of these handsome 
editions have been produced. Each 
volume is bound in premium leather 
and gold embossed with the seal of 
The New England Journal of Medicine. 
This is an exact photographic 
reproduction of the origina first 
edition of the Journal—a fine gift for 
the clinician, the aspiring physician, 
the collector and the antiquarian. 
Please send m e . _ copies of 
Volume 1, Number 1, 
the New England Journal of Medicine 
128 pages leather-bound, $35.00.' 
• I have enclosed my check for $ 
TITLE/SPECIALTY . 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
All orders must be prepaid. Make checks payable to the 
New England Journal of Medicine. 
•Massachusetts residents add 5% sales tax. _ ^ 
^ C R E D I T C A R D O R D E R S : 
Call toU-free 1-800-THE-NEJM 
in Massachusetts, call 617-893-3800 ext. 1199 
or send to: 
The New England Journal of Medicine 
Box 9130, Waltham, MA 02254-9130 
Students line up to receive their degrees 
at the School of Medicine's graduation 
ceremony, held at the Case Athletic Cen-
ter in May. See the next issue of Center-
scope for commencement coverage. 
Continued from page 8 
research; and David R. Cave, M . D . , 
Ph.D., an assistant professor of med-
icine and associate director for educa-
tion. The Laser Center rests on a 
foundation of research begun more 
than 15 years ago at BUSM and UH, 
when in the early 1970s, M . Stuart 
Strong, M . D . , then chairman of the 
Department of Otolaryngology, and 
Geza J. Jake, M . D . , a research pro-
fessor of otolaryngology, pioneered 
the use of the laser as a scalpel when 
they used the carbon dioxide laser to 
remove diseased tissue from the 
larynx of a young boy. 
In other recent appointments, 
Arthur J. Culbert Jr., Ph.D., assistant 
dean of student affairs, recently was 
named associate dean for educational 
programs at BUSM. In that post he 
will advise students in career deci-
sions, direct BUSM's Laboratory for 
Instructional Technology, and 
develop and coordinate the various 
medical-education pathways available 
at BUSM. 
Herbert Tobin, formerly Boston 
University's senior development offi-
cer for the Medical Center and the 
Health Policy Institute, was 
appointed director of development 
for BUSM. He succeeds William 
Freeman, who left the post in Janu-
ary to take a new position in Wash-
ington, D.C. 
The School of Medicine and 
Charles River Hospital in Wellesley, 
Mass., one of several private psychi-
atric hospitals owned by Community 
Care Systems, Inc., have signed an 
official agreement of affiliation that 
will assist both institutions in 
improving their research and teach-
ing capabilities. There are only a few 
such formal relationships between 
investor-owned corporations and 
medical schools in the country. The 
affiliation between Charles River 
Hospital and BUSM will provide clin-
ical opportunities in psychiatry for 
BUSM students and residents in both 
adult and adolescent psychiatry, 
according to Louis Vachon, M . D . , 
interim chairman of BUSM's Division 
of Psychiatry. 
Three areas of cooperative research 
that have been identified include the 
incidence and impact of adolescent 
sexual abuse, models for the inpa-
tient treatment of women, and the 
use of medications for various psy-
chiatric conditions. Two fellowships 
will be established through this affili-
ation: one in child and adolescent 
psychiatry—a two-year program 
overseen by BUSM that includes six-
month assignments at Charles River 
Hospital; and a fellowship in admin-
istrative psychiatry—a one-year pro-
gram under the aegis of CCSI. 
Four books of special interest to 
consumers were among the many 
books and articles published by fac-
ulty members over the past few 
months. 
In her book, "A Woman's Guide to 
Good Health After 50," Marie Feltin, 
M . D . , an assistant professor at 
the School of Public Health, dis-
cusses problems and issues that 
women encounter as they age. The 
book was published by Scott, Fores-
man & Co., Lifelong Learning Divi-
Culbert Tobin 
sion. Glen view. III . , 1987, for the 
American Association for Retired 
Persons. 
Aubrey Milunsky, M.B.B.Ch., 
director of BUSM's Center for 
Human Genetics and a professor of 
pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, 
and pathology, wrote "How To Have 
the Healthiest Baby You Can" (Simon 
& Schuster, New York, 1987), a guide 
for ail prospective parents. 
Jay Portnow, M . D . , Ph.D., an 
associate clinical professor of rehabili-
tation medicine, wrote "Home Care 
for the Elderly, A Complete Guide" 
with Martha Houtmann, R.N. The 
book, published by McGraw Hill , 
serves as a guide for people who 
choose fo care for elderly relatives 
and friends at home. 
Barry Zuckerman, M . D . , F.A.A.P., 
an associate professor of pediatrics 
and chief of the Division of Behav-
ioral Pediatrics and Adolescent Medi-
cine at Boston City Hospital, and his 
wife, Pamela Zuckerman, M . D . , an 
associate clinical professor of pediat-
rics and a staff pediatrician at the 
Kennedy Memorial Hospital for Chil-
dren in Boston, edited a resource 
book for parents and child-care 
workers. The book, entitled "Child 
Health: A Pediatrician's Guide for 
Parents" (Hearst Books, New York, 
1986), offers information on recogniz-
ing symptoms and preventing illness. 
In a recent issue of the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine, Richard H. 
Egdahl, M . D . , Ph.D., director of 
BUMC and a professor of surgery, 
and his wife, Cynthia Taft, a New 
England Medical Center executive, 
warn that hospitals must guard 
against inadequate care as they press 
physicians to practice more effi-
ciently. The problem, say the 
authors, resides in the use of finan-
cial incentives as the prime method 
of reducing medical-care costs. 
Joseph Stokes I I I , M . D . , a profes-
sor of medicine and principal investi-
gator of the Framingham Offspring/ 
Spouse Study, recently was named 
editor of the American Journal of Pre-
ventive Medicine. The AJPM is the 
official journal of the American Col-
lege of Preventive Medicine and the 
Association of Teachers of Preventive 
Medicine. 
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Neurosurgeon, public health activist, 
research nurse among BUMC's Black Achievers 
A neurosurgeon, a public health 
activist and a research nurse from 
BUSM were among those honored 
this year in the Boston YMCA's Black 
Achievers program, which links suc-
cessful black professionals with 
young people in the community. Joe 
I . Ordia, M.D. , an associate professor 
of neurosurgery, Deborah B. Proth-
row-Sfith, M.D. , an assistant profes-
sor of medicine, and Mona Lolagne 
Jabouin, R.N., a research nurse in 
endocrinology at the Clinical 
Research Center in the Thorndike 
Building at Boston City Hospital, 
were named Black Achievers for 1987. 
The honorees were among this 
year's BUMC Black Achievers who 
were honored at an awards banquet 
Ordia 
recently held at the Park Plaza Hotel 
in Boston. Other BUMC Black 
Achievers included Weldon S. Lloyd, 
D.Sc, an associate research professor 
in nutrition at the Goldman School of 
Graduate Dentistry, and Vernon S. 
Truell, chief pathology assistant af 
BUMC. Since the Boston chapter of 
the Black Achievers held its first 
awards banquet in 1975, more than 
1,000 black professionals have been 
recognized. 
This is the first year that BUSM 
and GSGD have participated in the 
Boston Black Achievers program, 
which is one of 16 such programs 
around the country. Achievers partic-
ipate in "linkage" programs by 
attending career fairs and speaking at 
Prothroiv-Stith 
junior high school and high school 
classes in the Boston area. They also 
meet with individuals and small 
groups of youngsters, advising them 
on how to meet the challenges of the 
working world and prepare for a 
chosen career. Now entering its sec-
ond decade, participants in the Black 
Achievers program have donated a 
total of 27,000 hours in service to 
nearly 5,000 disadvantaged young 
people in Boston and surrounding 
communities. 
Much of this activity is sponsored 
by corporate contributors, who 
underwrite their employees for at 
least 40 hours of on-the-job time a 
year. No two Achievers do the same 
volunteer work, and many continue 
their participation in the program 
after their official years as Achievers 
are over. 
Jabouin 
Paul and Jean Rothbaum, co-chair-
persons of the BUSM Parent's Com-
mittee, hosted a reception last fall for 
parents of BUSM students. Approxi-
mately 60 parents gathered at the 
Lake Success Golf Club in Great 
Neck, N.Y., for the event. Dean 
Sandson, Associate Dean Arthur 
Culbert Jr., and members of the 
BUSM Office of Development also 
attended. A presentation on the 
School's international health pro-
grams was given. 
The Parents Committee is a vital 
and growing association of parents of 
BUSM students and alumni, whose 
support and advice is invaluable to 
the School. The Committee was 
founded in 1978 by Dean Sandson, 
and Alan and Sybil Edelstein, the 
parents of two BUSM students, and 
Catharine Cook, then director of 
development. The Edelsteins became 
the first chairpersons of the Commit-
tee and remained so until Paul and 
Jean Rothbaum, the present chairper-
sons, accepted the position. The Par-
Boston University Centerscope 
ents Committee has many responsi-
bilities, including approving direct-
mail correspondence that is sent to 
all parents of BUSM students. Every 
November, the Committee gathers 
funds that, among other projects. 
help finance the Student Revolving 
Loan Fund. In addition, the Edel-
steins usually host a spring reception 
for New England parents at the 
School of Medicine. 
Two Soviet sports medicine experts recentiy paid a goodwill visit to the Medical 
Center. Shown here touring the University Hospital's Physical Therapy Section 
are, from left to right, Rebecca Fishbein, P.T., outpatient supervisor in the 
Section; Robert E. Leach, M.D., chairman of BUSM's Department of 
Orthopedic Surgery and chairman of the U.S. Olympic Committee's Sports 
Medicine Council; Prof. Sergei Mironov, M.D., head of Clinic of Sports, Ballet 
and Circus Trauma in Moscow; Ivan Babkine, M.D., assistant chairman of 
Sports Medicine at the Central Medicai Institute for Postgraduate Education; 
and Pam Thompson, P.T., clinical specialist in orthopedics at UH. 
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Reginald Smithwick 
dies at 87; pioneered 
cardiovascular treatment 
Reginald H . Smithwick, M.D. , 87, a 
pioneer in the treatment of hyperten-
sion and cardiovascular disease and a 
professor of surgery at BUSM for 19 
years, died in February in his Florida 
home after an extended illness. 
From 1946 to 1964, Smithwick was 
chairman of the Division of Surgery 
at BUSM and surgeon-in-chief at the 
University Hospital (then Massachu-
setts Memorial Hospitals). He was 
widely recognized in the medical 
community for the development of a 
surgical procedure, called a sympa-
thectomy, that effectively lowered 
blood pressure at a time when vir-
tually no pharmacologic agents were 
available to treat the disease. In addi-
tion, Smithwick was a leader in the 
surgical treatment of certain disor-
ders of the adrenal gland and kidney 
that can cause hypertension, and 
demonstrated that surgical cure of 
these problems was possible. 
The Division of Surgery recently 
sponsored the first annual Smithwick 
Foundation Lecture and Day in Sur-
gery, established in his honor this 
year. The Smithwick Foundation, 
which is located at UH, was estab-
lished in 1947 in appreciation of the 
work being done by Smithwick, and 
is dedicated to the advancement of 
surgery through research and patient 
care. 
Smithwick received his M.D. from 
Harvard Medical School in 1925 and 
completed his surgical training af 
Massachusetts General Hospital. He 
was elected a professor of surgery 
emeritus at BUSM in 1965 and, at the 
time of his death, he was an honor-
ary consultant in surgery at UH and 
an honorary surgeon at MGH. 
Smithwick had moved from his home 
in Marblehead, Mass., to Florida in 
1972. 
He was a member of numerous 
professional organizations, including 
the American Surgical Association, 
the American Medical Association, 
the International Society of Cardio-
vascular Surgeons and the Society of 
Vascular Surgery. He leaves his wife, 
Eleanor (Holton); two sons, Reginald 
H . of Marblehead, and Stephen M. 
Smithwick of Swampscott; two sis-
ters, Marjorie Parson of Danvers and 
Rosamund Hills of West Falmouth; 
and three grandchildren. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Smithwick Foundation, 
75 East Newton St., Boston, MA, 
02118. 
I 
m 
Trygve Gundersen, 
former chairman of 
ophthalmology, dies at 84 
Trygve Gundersen, M.D. , 84, chair-
man of the Department of Ophthal-
mology at BUSM from 1952 to 1965 
and a former ophthalmologist-in-
chief at the University Hospital (then 
Massachusetts Memorial Hospitals), 
died Feb. 25 in Brigham & Women's 
Hospital following a brief illness. 
Gundersen was honored in 1972 on 
his 70th birthday when the Medical 
Center dedicated the Trygve Gunder-
sen Eye Clinic at the University Hos-
pital. 
Gundersen graduated from Har-
vard Medical School in 1926 and did 
his residency at the Massachusetts 
Eye and Ear Infirmary. He joined the 
staff of the Howe Laboratory in 1931 
as an instructor and there began his 
research activities, focusing primarily 
on diseases of the cornea. Gundersen 
returned to Boston in 1949 and 
became an assistant clinical professor 
of ophthalmology at Harvard Medical 
School for three years until he joined 
BUSM. He also served as Ophthal-
mologist-in-chief at the Children's 
Medical Center, as a surgeon in oph-
thalmology at Massachusetts General 
Hospital, and as a consultant at the 
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, Brooks 
Hospital, Mt. Auburn Hospital and 
Framingham Union Hospital. 
Gundersen was a past president of 
the American Medical Association's 
Section on Ophthalmology and of the 
New England Ophfhalmological Soci-
ety. Among his many honors for 
achievements in ophthalmology were 
the Lucien Howe Medal and the 
Herman Knapp Medal, both con-
ferred by the AMA's Section on 
Ophthalmology; and the Knight's 
Cross, First Class, of the Royal Order 
of St. Olav in Norway. 
He leaves his wife, Harriet T. 
(Mason); two sons, Karl of West 
Newton and Peter Gundersen, M.D. , 
of Long Beach, Calif.; two daughters, 
Helga Rikheim of Oslo, Norway, and 
Harriet Gundersen of Brookline; two 
brothers, Sven Gundersen, M.D. , of 
Hanover, N . H . , and Thorolf 
Gundersen, M.D. , of LaCrosse, 
Wise; a sister, Helga Middlefort, also 
of LaCrosse; and nine grandchildren. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Gundersen Eye Fund, 
720 Harrison Ave., 10th Floor, Bos-
ton, MA, 02118. 
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Guissepina Raviola dies; 
was expert on eye 
structure, function 
Giussepina d'Elia Raviola, M.D. , 
Ph.D., 51, a BUSM professor of anat-
omy and a research professor of 
physiology, died suddenly of a heart 
attack on Oct. 30. Faculty members, 
students, family and friends attended 
a memorial service held in December 
in the University Hospital's Inferfaifh 
Chapel. A memorial fund has been 
created in her name to provide for an 
annual prize fo a graduate student 
who has performed well in the ana-
tomical sciences. Friends and col-
leagues also have planted a dogwood 
tree and stone marker in her memory 
on the Talbot Green. 
Raviola was an internationally 
known expert on the anatomy of the 
eye and had been on the faculty at 
BUSM for 14 years, during which she 
taught gross anatomy to both medi-
cal and dental students. "Her lec-
tures, always meticulously prepared, 
reflected her wide range of knowl-
edge of anatomical and medical disci-
plines, and she was constantly avail-
able to her students for clarification 
and advice," said Alan Peters, Ph.D., 
chairman of the Department of Anat-
omy. 
Raviola was born in Arona 
(Novara), Italy, in 1935. She received 
her M.D. degree cum laude from the 
University of Pavia, Italy, in 1959, 
completed her residency in oncology, 
and obtained her Ph.D. in human 
anatomy in 1968. She came to the 
United States in 1965, after teaching 
anatomy and doing research at the 
University of Pavia. She spent one 
year as a postdoctoral fellow at Har-
vard Medical School. After a further 
stay in Italy for four years, when she 
and her husband, Elio Raviola, trans-
lated Bloom and Fawcett's textbook 
of histology into Italian, she moved 
permanently to Boston in 1970. For 
one year, she was an associate in 
ophthalmology at the Howe Labora-
tories of the Department of Ophthal-
mology at Harvard Medical School, 
and in 1972 she joined the Depart-
ment of Anatomy at BUSM. 
Raviola's life-long research inter-
ests lay in the structure and function 
of the eye. Her efforts for the past 15 
years were devoted to the investiga-
tion of the mechanisms responsible 
for the composition of aqueous 
humor and the control of intraocular 
pressure. In 1979, she showed that 
any sudden decrease in intraocular 
pressure can cause a reversal of the 
fluid movement in Schlemm's canal 
and subsequent penetration of 
plasma into the anterior chamber. 
This work, initially regarded with 
skepticism by clinicians, now has 
become a classic in ophthalmologic 
literature. She also investigated the 
structural basis of the blood-aqueous 
barriers using both tracer experi-
ments and the freeze-fracturing tech-
nique. She examined the develop-
ment of such barriers in the primate 
eye, as well as the transport function 
of the ciliary epithelium and non-
conventional pathways for fluid 
drainage from the eye. She described 
a new type of secretory cell at the 
sclero-corneal angle and, shortly 
before her death, she was involved 
with her usual drive and enthusiasm 
in the study of a new secretory prod-
uct by the ciliary epithelium. 
In recognition of her outstanding 
contributions to the field of ophthal-
mology, she was elected Councilor of 
the International Society for Eye 
Research and given the 1984 Award 
of the New England Ophthalmologi-
cal Society. She was a member of the 
American Association of Anatomists, 
the American Society for Cell Biol-
ogy, the Association for Research in 
Vision and Ophthalmology, the 
International Society for Eye 
Research and the Italian Society of 
Anatomy. 
Contributions to the Giuseppina 
d'Elia Raviola Memorial Fund may be 
sent to the BUSM Department of 
Anatomy, 80 East Concord St., Bos-
ton, MA 02118. 
Aphasia Center 
neuropsychologist 
Carol Biber, Ph.D. , 
dies at age 49 
Carol Biber, Ph.D., 49, a neuropsy-
chologist at the BUSM Department of 
Neurology's Aphasia Research Cen-
ter, which is located at the Boston 
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center, died of cancer April 4 in 
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Boston. 
The Carol Biber Memorial Fund in 
Neuroscience has been established at 
the School to provide a biennial 
award to the author of an outstand-
ing paper published in the Journal of 
Clinical and Experimental Neuropsychol-
ogy. The Fund also will provide sup-
port for the School's Program in 
Behavioral Neuroscience, in which 
Biber was a lecturer. 
Biber's research involved testing 
the memories of individuals who are 
unable to speak as a result of disease 
or brain injury; one widely-used test 
was named after her. 
Biber received her doctorate at the 
City College of New York in 1977 
and came fo Boston for an internship 
in clinical psychology at the Boston 
VA Medical Center. She practiced 
psychotherapy at Carney Hospital in 
Dorchester. She also held a master's 
degree in music education from 
Columbia University. 
She leaves her husband, Peter 
Kemble of Cambridge, Mass.; her 
parents, Irving and Hilda Biber of 
Short Hills, N.J.; a brother, Michael 
Biber of Brookline; and two sisters, 
June Freeman of Pine Bluff, Ark., 
and Barbara Blous of Short Hills, N.J. 
Contributions may be made to the 
Carol Biber Memorial Fund, 80 East 
Concord St., Room AlOl , Boston, 
MA, 02118. 
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Metcalf Winner Carl Franzblau, Ph.D. 
A dedicated teacher and scientist whose enthusiasm is contagious 
by Christine Cleary 
I t came as no surprise to many colleagues and stu-dents w h e n Carl Franzblau, 
Ph.D. , w h o for 10 years has 
served as chairman of the 
Department of Biochemistry and 
is a leading authority i n connec-
tive tissue research, was one of 
three Boston University faculty 
members chosen i n 1986 by stu-
dents, faculty and alumni for the 
University's prestigious Metcalf 
Cup and Prize for excellence i n 
teaching. 
Just as he studies and teaches 
the ways that body structures 
and systems are connected, 
Franzblau, too, connects w i t h 
students, fellow scientists, physi-
cians and the lay public i n a spe-
cial way. He meets each audience 
at their level and imparts his 
enthusiasm about the chemistry 
of hiological substances and pro-
cesses, managing to excite even 
non-scientists by what he has to 
say. 
"Connective tissue, which is 
present everywhere i n the body, 
is what holds us together," says 
Franzblau. "The t w o major pro-
teins i n connective tissue are col-
lagen and elastin, and as I assure 
my students, they can he viewed 
very simply. Collagen is a steel-
like structure, elastin a rubber-
like substance. Certain body 
Christine Cleary is a freelance writer who lives 
in the Boston area and is a frequent contrib-
utor to Boston University Medicai Center pub-
lications. 
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structures require more of one 
than the other. Bones, for exam-
ple, require more collagen; lungs 
more elastin." 
Franzblau's tireless exploration 
of the ways that connective tissue 
can prosper or fail form the 
"steel-like structure" of his 
career, the hard science that sup-
ports his teaching. A chemistry 
major at the University of Michi -
gan, he d id not discover bio-
chemistry unt i l he started his first 
job after college i n a hospital 
research lab. " I t was a new w o r l d 
for me, " the N e w York City 
native says, "and excited me so 
much that I went on for a Ph.D. 
at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine." 
Today, Franzblau is the author 
of nearly 150 publications, most 
of which center on the chemistry 
of connective tissue and the role 
of collagen and elastin. " A great 
variety of disease processes 
involve the over-production or 
destruction of either, or both, of 
these two proteins," he says. 
"Emphysema, for example, 
involves the destruction of elas-
t i n . When the lung loses its elas-
ticity and ability to expand and 
contract it becomes big and 
baggy, like a paper hag instead of 
a balloon. Blood vessels also 
must have just the right balance 
of collagen and elastin so that 
they are strong as wel l as stret-
chy. When they become loaded 
w i t h too much of both proteins 
and begin to calcify, atherosclero-
sis results. Connective tissue also 
is involved i n many skin dis-
eases, auto-immune diseases, 
joint inflammation and cirrhosis 
of the liver. 
"Here i n our lab, we look at 
these disease processes at molec-
ular level. We can make a cell-
culture system that mimics what 
happens i n the human body. We 
also can make models of emphy-
sema by destroying elastic fibers 
in the lungs of laboratory ani-
mals, and we are work ing fo iso-
late the enzymes responsible for 
destroying elastic fibers i n the 
human body." 
Dur ing Franzblau's decade as 
chairman, the Department of Bio-
chemistry has grown to he the 
largest i n the School of Medicine, 
having more than 50 investiga-
tors conducting a host of m u l t i -
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Franzblau, shown with M.D.-Ph.D. can-
didate Peter Mogayzel, tailors his teach-
ing to meet the needs of his students. 
disciplinary research projects and 
w i t h research grants exceeding 
$4-million annually. 
Franzhlau also directs the D i v i -
sion of Dental Research at Boston 
University Goldman School of 
Graduate Dentistry. His numer-
ous professional activities include 
serving as a member of the 
National Heart, Lung , and Blood 
Advisory Council of the National 
Insititutes of Health, and on the 
editorial hoard of the journal 
Connective Tissue Research. 
For Franzhlau, science is not an 
isolated, esoteric activity. Once a 
field i n w h i c h biochemists com-
municated only w i t h each other, 
biochemistry today is a more of a 
collaborative endeavor, he says. 
"Here af BUSM we believe that 
biochemistry is much too exciting 
to remain i n an ivory tower." 
For example, w i t h recent 
efforts by the cosmetic industry 
to package and market collagen, 
Franzblau's area of research has a 
brand new popular appeal. As a 
recent guest lecturer i n gerontol-
ogy at the University of Califor-
nia, San Diego, he also was 
invited to speak to the general 
public. Since the members of his 
audience were elderly, he called 
his lecture "The Truth About 
Wrinkles . " 
"First I gave the 'hard science' 
lecture to about 20 people at the 
University," he says. "Then they 
rushed me off to a civic center i n 
d o w n t o w n La Jolla, where there 
wasn't an empty seat. I've never 
encountered such an enthusiastic 
Boston University Centerscope 
audience. They had tape record-
ers. They asked intelligent ques-
tions. The lecture was such a hi t 
that I was asked to give i t twice 
more. It was televised and w r i t -
ten up. I gave the same lecture 
recently at the Harvard Institute 
for Learning i n Retirement, 
where a retired physician ran my 
slides. 
"Fven i n my lay lectures, I 
never compromise the basic sci-
ence. I describe how the synthe-
sis of proteins occurs i n the body 
and explain that collagen cannot 
he packaged and applied exter-
nally. Collagen made by a body 
cell and collagen made by Revlon 
simply are not the same. The 
t ruth about wrinkles is that they 
probably can't he prevented by 
expensive cosmetics." 
Tailored to students' needs 
Franzhlau tailors his teaching 
methods to meet the needs of his 
students, ever expanding the 
ways the students approach bio-
chemistry. Lover of science 
though he is, he does not hand 
over hard science to his students 
wi thout first shaping it into 
something they can appreciate. 
Says M.D. /Ph .D. student Peter 
Mogayzel, "Dr . Franzhlau meets 
you at your level and teaches you 
new ways to think about science. 
I n his biochemistry classes he 
talks about ideas and tries to 
present the 'big picture. ' Fven i n 
a large class, he manages to treat 
his students like individuals and 
make a lot of time for them." 
Franzhlau is as much a lover of 
the classroom as he is of the lab-
oratory, and chooses to teach 
because he says i t keeps h i m 
young and vigorous. W i t h conta-
gious excitement, he teaches 
medical students as wel l as grad-
uate students. Committed to 
designing educational programs 
as wel l as participating i n them, 
he also has helped develop a 
new training program at BUSM 
for laboratory research techni-
cians and clinical medical tech-
nologists. 
The introductory biochemistry 
course for medical students is 
team-taught w i t h members of the 
Department rotating its leader-
ship. "The course is intentionally 
broad-based," says Franzhlau. 
"Some medical students cannot 
get excited about biochemistry. 
A l l we want to do is ask them to 
appreciate i t . Since everything in 
medicine is molecular, biochemis-
try gives a physician license to 
learn more about the human 
body." 
Adept at making biochemistry 
interesting to the non-scientist, 
Franzblau once held captive an 
Fnglish literature scholar for a 
two-hour biochemistry lecture. " I 
thought she'd leave, but she 
stayed for its entirety and told 
me afterwards that she was fasci-
nated by how much she under-
stood." She was a member of the 
Metcalf A w a r d selection commit-
tee. 
"When I accepted an appoint-
ment at BUSM," Franzblau con-
cludes, " I never thought I 'd still 
be here 25 years later, but I ' m 
glad I am. Faculty members here 
have a great deal of indepen-
dence, and the Department 
prides itself on the energy of its 
interaction w i t h other depart-
ments. Its greatest asset is that it 
is collaborative; that is its person-
ality, mission and goal." 
Franzblau, pictured here with lab techni-
cian Curtis Pratt, meets each audience at 
its level. 

Those Six-Year Doctors: 
How Do They Measure Up? 
by Caroline H . Lupfer 
Twenty-five years ago, Boston University School of Medicine and the U n i -
versity's College of Liberal Arts 
broke new ground i n medical 
education w i t h the introduction 
of the Six-Year Combined Medi -
cal Degree Program. 
The Program, w h i c h com-
presses the traditional eight years 
of undergraduate and medical 
education into six, attracted—and 
continues to attract—the brightest 
students f rom the top high 
schools i n the country. What 
began as an experiment i n 1961 
has become the model for more 
than a dozen similar programs 
around the country. But the stu-
dents w h o accept the challenges 
of the accelerated curriculum are 
not an easy group to classify: 
They are young, but determined 
and goal-oriented; they are com-
petitive scholastic achievers, but 
they have diverse backgrounds 
and interests; they often are 
viewed as a breed apart, but they 
graduate w i t h the same commit-
ment to compassionate medicine 
as their peers i n the traditional 
program. 
Pediatric oncologist Siegel, at left, a 
member of BUSM's first Six-Year class, 
is on a committee considering adapting a 
similar program at the University of 
Southern California School of Medicine. 
From the differing viewpoints 
of a lumni , students and faculty, 
one consensus can be reached: 
The Six-Year Program may not be 
for everyone, but it is perfect for 
some. 
Reduces premedical competition 
The Six-Year Program guaran-
tees selected high school students 
acceptance to medical school 
upon satisfactory completion of a 
special accelerated Boston U n i -
versity undergraduate curricu-
l u m . The idea behind this design 
is to remove some of the compe-
ti t ion of traditional premedical 
programs and free students to 
pursue liberal arts interests dur-
ing their undergraduate years. 
A n d , i n appealing to outstanding 
high school seniors, the Program 
has had the added effect of w i d -
ening and enhancing the appli-
cant pool to the University and 
the School of Medicine. 
The idea of turning out physi-
cians at age 24 or 23, or even 22, 
has had its share of advocates 
and critics f rom the administra-
t ion, faculty, students and alumni 
of the School and elsewhere. Yet 
over the course of the last two 
and a half decades, the Program 
has become f i rmly embedded i n 
the fabric of the School, and con-
tinues to be a popular example of 
BUSM's tradit ion of providing 
innovative pathways to the medi-
cal degree. 
Members of the Six-Year 
Program often are vieived 
as a breed apart, but they 
graduate with the same 
commitment to medicine 
as their peers 
First of its kind in nation 
From the beginning, the Six-
Year Program received considera-
ble support f rom the University 
and the public, i n part because 
there was nothing else like it 
available to students interested i n 
a medical career. " A t the time we 
were planning the Program, 
Northwestern University was the 
only other school i n the country 
that was considering a similar 
curr iculum," said Ernest IT. 
Blaustein, Ph.D. , director of the 
Six-Year Program and associate 
vice-president for development at 
Boston University. Blaustein was 
a principal architect of the Pro-
gram i n his former role as associ-
ate dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts. 
Today, 15 medical schools i n 
the nation offer some sort of 
accelerated B . A . - M . D . program. 
ITowever, "the Boston University 
Program is unquestioningly 
looked upon as the model pro-
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Program architect Blaustein says studies have shown Six-Year students achieve 
as well as, or better than, the traditional group. 
gram in the country, not only 
because it was the first but 
because of the quality of leader-
ship i t has had since the begin-
n i n g , " acknowledged Stuart Sie-
gel, M . D . , of the University of 
Southern California and a mem-
ber of the first BUSM class (1967) 
to graduate Six-Year students. 
Siegel, w h o heads the Division of 
Hematology-Oncology at Chi l -
drens Hospital of Los Angeles 
and is a professor of medicine at 
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia School of Medicine, said 
he has come f u l l circle since his 
days at BUSM: He now is a 
member of a committee that is 
looking into the possibility of 
implementing such a program at 
u s e . 
Study shows achievements 
The Six-Year Program has been 
scrutinized carefully since its 
inception to determine whether 
participants receive a wel l -
rounded liberal arts education as 
well as top medical training. A 
report published 10 years ago in 
the Journal of Medical Education by 
Blaustein and Herbert L. Kayne, 
Ph.D. , an associate professor of 
physiology and biometrics, and 
public health, compared the Six-
Year students i n the first five 
graduating classes (1967 through 
1971) w i t h their classmates 
enrolled i n the traditional BUSM 
program. The study, which con-
firmed an earlier report on the 
first three Six-Year graduating 
classes, showed that the acceler-
ated group achieved as well as, 
and often better than, the tradi-
tional group on national medical 
school admission and board 
examinations, class rankings, 
honors at graduation, medicine 
clerkship grades and postgrad-
uate professional career choices. 
Wrote the authors, "The data 
on the Six-Year Program at this 
point provide ample evidence 
that the accelerated pathway is 
no longer experimental nor does 
it lead to intellectual deprivation. 
The qualified high school student 
can be identified, be selected, 
succeed academically i n an accel-
erated collegiate degree program 
and the traditional medical school 
curriculum, achieve at superior 
levels i n standardized examina-
tions, and do so i n a manner that 
is consistent w i t h the medical fac-
ulty's expectations for the eight-
year graduate." 
Innovation in education 
The Six-Year Program, how-
ever, should not to be confused 
w i t h accelerated medical educa-
tion. Instead, four years of 
undergraduate time are com-
pressed into two years plus four 
summers of study, dur ing which 
time the students must minor in 
a non-science concentration. I n 
fact. Six-Year students obtain 
bachelor's degrees i n only one 
semester less than the traditional 
four-year undergraduate route. 
Once students reach BUSM, at 
the beginning of their th i rd year 
i n the Program, they take the 
same courses i n the same 
sequence as other entering medi-
cal students. 
I n developing the Six-Year Pro-
gram, primary attention was 
given to integrating the premedi-
cal curriculum and increasing the 
continuity of these courses. More 
important f rom the students' per-
spective was the corollary objec-
tive of reducing the competitive-
ness among premedical students 
by granting early admission to 
medical school, encouraging 
them to pursue intellectual inter-
ests that they might not have 
otherwise. 
" I t was a way of getting a med-
ical degree wi thout making your-
self crazy," said Barbara Hochber-
ger Katz, M . D . , w h o graduated 
from the Program i n 1979 and is 
now a psychiatrist i n private 
practice i n Great Neck, N.Y. 
Because of the minimal number 
The Program is viewed 
as the model program 
in the country, not only 
because it was the first, 
but because of its 
quality of leadership 
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One idea behind the 
Program is to remove 
some of the competition 
found in traditional 
premedical programs 
of science courses required by the 
Program, Katz, whose older and 
younger brothers also graduated 
f rom the Six-Year Program, said 
she was able to spend a summer 
i n Italy and Switzerland, study-
ing art history, and to minor i n 
Spanish literature. 
The result of the Six-Year Pro-
gram has not been, as originally 
thought, to graduate a larger 
number of physicians any faster 
than traditional medical educa-
t ion programs; nor is this now 
seen as meeting a pressing 
national need as it was perceived 
i n the early 1960s. What the Pro-
gram does best, according to its 
designers, is to attract bright stu-
dents w h o early on are able to 
make the decision to enter medi-
cine and w h o can cope w i t h the 
demands of the Program, and to 
t u r n out capable, well-rounded, 
humanistic physicians. But while 
the Program is considered a suc-
cessful innovation i n premedical 
and medical education, it is clear 
that it is not for everyone. 
"The Six-Year Program allows 
BUSM to be responsive to those 
students w h o want and can han-
dle an accelerated course of 
study," said Wil l iam F. McNary 
Jr., Ph.D. , associate dean for stu-
dent affairs. Since the Program's 
inception, McNary has watched 
Six-Year students cope w i t h the 
stresses of competition w i t h i n a 
group of highly motivated, bright 
and aggressive students; a hectic 
course schedule that leaves little 
time for vacations or outside pur-
suits; and the difficulty of making 
a career choice w i t h little life 
experience on which to base i t . I n 
McNary's opinion, about two-
thirds of students admitted to the 
Program are mature enough and 
sure enough of their decision to 
handle i t , while about a th i rd suf-
fer f rom the abbreviated under-
graduate curriculum, although 
most of these eventually com-
plete medical school. 
A n attractive option 
Nevertheless, said Blaustein, 
the Program draws applicants 
because "it 's a very attractive 
option for a younger student 
w h o is prepared to go into medi-
cine, and they are not really mak-
ing the decision much earlier 
than other students w h o must 
Cardiologist Levine suggests Six-Year 
students may cheat themselves of enrich-
ing experiences that come with a slower 
track to the M.D. degree. 
decide as college freshmen 
whether to embark on a premedi-
cal program or risk falling behind 
i n the race." A n d indeed, most 
students w h o opt for the Six-Year 
Program agree on this advantage 
over the traditional premedical 
experience. 
" I f I 'd had to go through a 
four-year college program I 
w o u l d have been a biology major 
and, if possible, a biology minor 
and w o u l d have forgotten about 
literature and philosophy," 
recalled Paul A . Levine, M . D . , an 
associate professor of medicine at 
BUSM and a cardiologist at the 
University Hospital. Levine was a 
Six-Year students are among the most 
goal-oriented of BUSM students, observes 
Associate Dean McNary, shown here 
with Six-Year students, from left to 
right, Joe Levine, Richard Saitz and 
Sudaha Prasad. 
member of the BUSM Class of 
1968, the second to graduate Six-
Year students. 
Instead, said Levine, he was so 
inspired by his physics professor 
that he took summers of atomic 
and nuclear physics electives. 
Michael Choo, w h o is one of 
about 50 Six-Year students w h o 
received their M . D . degrees i n 
June, agrees and thinks that not 
even his friends w h o chose the 
eight-year path took as many dif-
ferent courses as he d i d , which 
included economics, business 
management and art history. "It 's 
not true that acceleration means 
restriction," he said. 
"Some people choose the Six-
Year Program to get through 
medical school fast and get to 
work; others use it as a growing 
experience," Choo added. "The 
Six-Year Program has enough 
requirements that those w h o 
want to can bury themselves i n 
the work . But it also allows you 
to stretch out and try new things, 
take risks, i n ways the traditional 
program might not. Six years can 
be as valuable as eight; it just 
depends on your personality." 
'They are an elite corps 
of very talented 
individuals, products of 
nurturing backgrounds 
who are encouraged to 
excel at everything' 
The typical Six-Year student 
"It 's no secret that many of the 
best students at BUSM are i n the 
Six-Year Program," said A r t h u r J. 
Culbert, Ph.D. , associate dean for 
educational programs at BUSM. 
"They are an elite corps of tal-
ented individuals, products of 
nurtur ing backgrounds who are 
encouraged to excel at every-
t h i n g . " 
Most of the students accepted 
into the accelerated program are 
at the top of their classes in their 
high schools, w i t h combined SAT 
scores rarely below 1300. They 
also are heavily involved in such 
extracurricular activities as sports, 
clubs and community projects. 
From the beginning, the aim 
has been to have about a th ird of 
each entering BUSM class of 
approximately 150 made up of 
Six-Year students. Currently the 
Program draws close to 600 appli-
cants to f i l l 45 spaces. About 40 
percent of those accepted are 
women. The majority of appli-
cants come from New York, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts and Cali-
fornia. 
According to the admissions 
office for the Program, over the 
last few years there has been a 
large increase in the number of 
Asian and Indian students com-
O'Bryan encourages Six-Year students to 
take advantage of opportunities to 
broaden their undergraduate experiences. 
ing to the Program as these pop-
ulations have begun to dominate 
the applicant pool. Only a small 
number of black students have 
participated i n the Program, 
reflecting the small number of 
black students w h o apply to 
accelerated programs. 
Humanistic training 
The emphasis on the humani-
ties and social sciences i n the first 
half of the Six-Year Program has 
been built i n f rom the beginning 
and, since the late 1970s, stu-
dents are required to minor i n a 
non-science area. 
"What Boston University does, 
which is unique to any medical 
school program, is to require of 
the Six-Year students the m i n i -
m u m of science core courses at 
the undergraduate level. Stu-
dents need only take nine science 
courses out of a total of 28 
required to receive the B .A. , " 
said Paul M . O'Bryan, Ph.D. , an 
associate professor of physiology 
at BUSM and health sciences 
coordinator at the Charles River 
Campus. These science core 
courses, however, are specially 
designed for the Six-Year stu-
dents; indeed, they are only open 
to students i n the accelerated 
program, and are not equivalent 
to general first-year undergradu-
ate chemistry or physics courses. 
The courses are taught at an 
extremely high level and, while 
an inspiration to some students, 
others f ind them a considerable 
stumbling block. "The students 
i n the Six-Year Program are used 
to being at the very top of the 
class at their high schools. Sud-
denly, they are t h r o w n together 
w i t h others equally bright or 
brighter and f ind themselves hav-
ing to work a lot harder for the 
same grade," said McNary. 
For the first two years. Six-Year 
students take all their science 
courses together. The summer is 
a time to explore and meet peo-
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Six-Year student Plunkett: T don't think 
it's a good attitude to use the Program 
just to rush through to a medical 
degree....there's so much to explore.' 
pie f rom the other programs and 
schools at the University. A n 
effort is under way to encourage 
special semester internships for 
credit that already are offered by 
the University to Six-Year stu-
dents as another way to broaden 
the undergraduate experience. 
"There are programs, for exam-
ple, where students can go to 
Washington, D . C , and work for 
a member of Congress on health-
policy issues or spend time at a 
London hospital and have the 
opportunity to study socialized 
forms of medicine and compare 
health systems," said O'Bryan. 
The students are encouraged to 
take advantage of such opportu-
nities as much as they can, he 
added, and partly for this reason, 
the Seven-Year Option is becom-
ing more and more popular. 
The Seven-Year Option 
The Seven-Year Option offers 
students i n the accelerated pro-
gram the chance for an extra year 
of undergraduate study to 
explore and expand their aca-
demic interests before coming to 
the School of Medicine. "We've 
already had 10 applications for 
the Opt ion this year," said 
O'Bryan. 
Mary Plunkett, BUSM I I , 
thinks everyone should take the 
Seven-Year Opt ion and go 
abroad. Plunkett, a Six-Year stu-
dent w h o , nevertheless, is plan-
ning to f inish i n six years, spent 
last summer i n Ireland at the 
University College at Cork, fu l f i l l -
ing course requirements for her 
English minor. Her enthusiasm 
for the combined program is 
unflagging but, she said, " I don't 
think it's a good attitude to use 
the Program just to rush through 
to a medical degree....there's so 
much to explore." 
Al though great care is taken to 
recruit high school students w h o 
demonstrate a high level of matu-
rity and social skills for their age, 
there are some w h o feel that stu-
dents i n the Six-Year Program 
could be cheating themselves of 
the maturity, general educational 
and socialization experiences that 
come w i t h four years of college 
and, possibly, time off before 
graduate school. 
"I think there's something to 
be said for that because once you 
get out into practice and all 
caught u p in your career, there is 
no time to go back and do other 
things," said cardiologist Levine. 
"But I 'm convinced n o w that no 
one who goes into medical 
school, even if they have had four 
years of undergraduate experi-
ence, really knows what it means 
to be a doctor," he added. 
Same attrition rate 
Every year, a fraction of the 
entering Six-Year students f ind 
that the Program does not suit 
them and fall back a year, sign 
up for the Seven-Year Option or 
elect to go into something else 
altogether. It should be noted, 
however, that the attrition rate at 
the School of Medicine is no dif-
ferent for accelerated than tradi-
tional medical school students. 
"The port ion that leave is no 
more than that of the traditional 
group and possibly less because 
the Six-Year students are among 
the most goal-oriented of any 
students at the School," observed 
McNary. 
In appealing to out-
standing high school 
seniors, the Program 
has enhanced the 
School's applicant pool 
According to a 1980 report on 
the Program funded by the 
National Foundation on Medical 
Education, approximately 65 per-
cent of students i n the BUSM Six-
Year Program achieve their 
degrees i n six years. A n addi-
tional 10 percent, on average, 
eventually complete the Program, 
taking usually one year beyond 
the planned six. The remaining 
25 percent do not obtain their 
B.A. or M . D , w i t h i n the Pro-
gram. 
Some students, although they 
struggle w i t h the difficult under-
graduate science courses, have 
no problem w i t h the medical cur-
riculum and feel equally well-pre-
pared for the medical courses. " I 
remember there were people who 
just breezed through those 
undergraduate courses, but I had 
some difficulty 1 telt they (the 
courses) were too advanced.... 
But I d id learn 1 could get 
through difficult material and I 
developed good study habits that 
helped i n medical school," 
recalled Adnenne Thomas, M . D . , 
a member ot the Class of 1980 
and now practicing obstetrics and 
gynecology on the staff of the 
U.S. Air Force Hospital i n Dover, 
Boston University Centerscope 21 
Del. Thomas said that through-
out her academic difficulties the 
faculty and administration i n the 
Program were highly supportive. 
"1 th ink they tried to make 
arrangements w h e n people were 
having a hard time. I also th ink 
they d i d a good job picking peo-
ple for the Program w h o 
w o u l d n ' t have too much trou-
ble ," she added. 
Motivation sets them apart 
Given the requirements for 
admission, students w h o apply 
to the Six-Year Program are a 
The Program is designed 
to turn out well-rounded, 
humanistic physicians 
diverse group. But they generally 
agree on what brought them to 
the Program i n the first place—a 
determination to go into medi-
cine. "You have to k n o w you 
want to do i t , " said A r t h u r D . 
Shift, M . D . , a gastroenterologist 
i n private practice i n Phoenix, 
A r i z . , and also a member of the 
Class of 1967. Shift recalled a 
special group spirit that made his 
undergraduate and medical edu-
cation a rich and rewarding expe-
rience. 
" I t felt really special to be part 
of such an experiment. Our 
courses were tailored just for us 
and we received a lot of support 
f rom the professors," he said. 
"The University went out of its 
way to make sure the Program 
w o u l d be a success," commented 
classmate Stuart Siegel, M . D . 
"The faculty members were 
superb and excited by a new 
approach to medical education, a 
new curriculum and the opportu-
ni ty to w o r k w i t h a special group 
of students. That excitement was 
transmitted to us ." 
Today, that group identity still 
plays a large role i n Six-Year stu-
dents' experience. For the first 
two years the Six-Year students 
almost invariably live together on 
campus and attend classes 
together. The intensity of the 
courseload can act to bring the 
students together and solidify the 
identity of the group. For some, 
this bui l t - in support and social 
network is welcome and needed. 
For others, the group can become 
too isolating. I n an effort to 
accommodate individual prefer-
ences, plans are under way to 
begin offering students a choice 
of l iv ing arrangements so that 
those w h o wish to be closer to 
other people at the University 
can do so. 
"1 wasn't ready to leave the 
college life w h e n 1 started at 
BUSM. 1 still live on campus and 
have been a residential assistant 
on the Charles River Campus for 
three years now. It's a great situ-
ation for me because 1 can take a 
break f rom the medical courses 
and be w i t h people w h o have 
completely different interests and 
problems," said Mary Plunkett. 
I n addit ion, she is vice chairman 
of the executive board of the Stu-
dent Committee on Medical 
School Affairs (SCOMSA) and 
works for a catering company i n 
her spare time. "The Six-Year 
Program clearly has given me 
time to explore things 1 might 
have been afraid to do otherwise 
for fear of falling behind i n m y 
premed studies," she explained. 
Plunkett, w h o attended Bel-
mont H i g h School, chose the Six-
Year Program because, she said 
simply, " I wanted to stay close to 
home." She is the first i n her 
family to go into medicine. The 
decision was difficult : " A t 18," 
she said, "you've only been con-
scious for about t w o years any-
way so it's hard to make a deci-
The Program continues 
to be a popular example 
of BUSM's tradition of 
innovative pathways to 
the medical degree 
sion about your life. But there's 
nothing mysterious about going 
into medical school. 
" I f i t had been a very insular 
program i t w o u l d have been bad, 
but there are so many people to 
draw on here that 1 feel it's a 
more liberating than restricting 
choice," said Plunkett. 
When the students arrive at 
the School of Medicine, the ten-
dency to remain i n a close-knit 
group often persists for the first 
year, but soon after the Six-Year 
students diffuse into the general 
population. "They're treated like 
any other students once they get 
here," said McNary, w h o i n his 
role as director of student labs 
sees that Six-Year students are 
always paired w i t h a non-Six-
Year student as lab partners. 
"Dissecting a corpse breaks d o w n 
the barriers pretty quickly," he 
noted. 
A n d many of the Six-Year stu-
dents themselves, while making 
close friendships w i t h others i n 
the Program at first, are as apt to 
f ind that their diverse interests 
take them d o w n different paths 
once i n medical school. For Mary 
Plunkett, her closest colleagues 
are older students. " I ' m glad that 
i n addition to offering the Six-
Year Program, BUSM is commit-
ted to older students as wel l . The 
Six-Year students have i t easy i n 
a way because we usually are not 
married and don't have children. 
Older students often have sacri-
ficed a lot to get to medical 
school and they have a lot to ; 
a d d . " 
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7f's not true that acceleration means restriction,' says graduating Six-Year student Choo, shown here at left on Match Day. Choo will 
do his internship in emergency medicine at St. Vincent's Hospital in Toledo, Ohio. Also pictured is Choo's classmate Robert Splawn, 
who will do his residency in emergency medicine at Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center. 
Challenges of the third year 
By the time students are i n the 
th i rd year of medical school, any 
barriers between Six-Year stu-
dents and others are swept away 
i n the f lood of the new clinical 
experience. "The th i rd year 
brings people together one on 
one and breaks d o w n stereo-
types," said Michael Choo. " I n 
the th i rd year y o u w o r k full-t ime 
i n a hospital for an intern. No 
matter what your background is, 
everyone is equal here because 
no one has done this before." 
But students and faculty agree, 
however, that there does exist a 
'Dissecting a corpse 
breaks down the 
barriers pretty quickly' 
m i l d amount of prejudice or 
skepticism about the Six-Year 
Program, both f rom classmates 
w h o see the students as having it 
too easy or professors w h o often 
express approval if a student 
decides to take an extra year of 
study. There also is some resis-
tance f r o m residency programs 
toward younger graduates, 
according to McNary. But 
because most of the Six-Year stu-
dents excel academically at BUSM 
they generally have no problem 
getting their choices on Match 
Day. 
To Michael Choo and others, 
the Program has something for 
everyone i n addition to medical 
training. I t offers plenty of 'meat' 
for students w h o want to chal-
lenge themselves academically, 
and opportunities for personal 
growth for others. "It 's more 
important to me that my evalua-
tions say 1 have strong patient-
care skills than show top 
grades," said Choo. A n d , the 
ability to get along wel l w i t h oth-
ers is an important quality i n the 
Six-Year candidate. 
" I see my class as being fu l l of 
great characters w h o w i l l be good 
physicians because they enjoy 
what they do and have a good 
perspective on their lives," said 
Choo. 
The consensus among students 
and faculty seems to be that the 
Six-Year Program is a valuable 
alternative to the traditional med-
ical education. "There always w i l l 
be modified programs offered 
because they allow the University 
and the School of Medicine to 
recognize differences i n appli-
cants and treat them as the i n d i -
viduals they are," said McNary. 
Caroline H. Lupfer, formerly assistant editor 
of Centerscope, !s a freelance writer who 
lives in Boston. 
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Mario DeMarco '37 of Fort Myers, Fla., shown receiving a 50th-year Reunion 
memento from then BUSM Alumni Association President Roberta Apfel '62, 
was among the many BUSM alumni from across the country who gathered in 
Boston in May for Alumni Weekend. More coverage of Alumni Weekend will 
appear in the next issue of Centerscope. 
Fall, spring alumni Phonathons raise record $201,800 
Thanks to outstanding effort on the 
part of BUSM alumni and studenfs, a 
record $201,800 was raised during 
the 1986-87 Fall and Spring Phona-
thons held by the Alumni Associa-
tion. In the fall, volunteers kicked off 
the Annual Fund by calling BUSM 
alumni across the country and asking 
for their financial support. Alumni 
who had not yet responded were 
contacted in the spring. The fall call-
ing sessions, held on Oct. 28 and 
Nov. 3, resulted in pledges totaling 
$170,006, while the spring session, 
held on March 9, raised an additional 
$31,794. 
One of the major causes supported 
by funds raised at the Phonathons is 
the BUSM Student Revolving Loan 
Fund, which provides support for 
many BUSM studenfs. Without the 
Phonathons, this financial aid would 
not be possible. 
Barry M. Manuel '58, executive 
director of the Alumni Association, 
said the Association would like to 
extend its sincere thanks to the call-
ers as well as to the alumni who 
responded so generously. Particular 
thanks, he said, should go to Peter 
Pochi '55, chairman of the Phonathon 
Committee, for his continuing effort 
on behalf of the Phonathon program 
and to Dean John Sandson for his 
participation and encouragement. 
Michael A. Greenwald '68 
Patrick J. Healey '87 
Neil D. Jackson '62 
Edward Joseph '66 
Thomas Lamattina '82 
Leon H . Malkin '71 
Barry M. Manuel '58 
Herbert Plovnick '71 
Peter E. Pochi '55 
John David Pollack '89 
Pierre E. Provost '87 
Jay Rosenfeld '89 
Tom Schneider I I '89 
Jerry Schreibsfein '89 
Geoff Sheinfeld '89 
Satish Singh '87 
Jim Stern '88 
H . Emerson Thomas Jr. '62 
Bernard Tolnick '43a 
Anthony Vaccaro '89 
George P. Whitelaw '71 
Randi Wiston '87 
The Fall Phonathon callers 
included: 
Roberta J. Apfel '62 
Ronald F. Backer '70 
Lynanne M . Ballelli '89 
Jay Barneff '87 
Anne Murray Bell '62 
Adam Berk 
David Bindman '87 
Howard Brooks '87 
Cornelia Cremens '88 
Linda Copelas '90 
William F. Croskery '37 
Elizabeth C. Dooling '65 
Andrew D. Elia '35 
Mary Jane England '64 
Nathan L. Fineberg '30 
Joseph Franklin '50 
William Franklin '46 
Job Fuchs '44 
George E. Ghareeb '62 
Nick Gianitsos '87 
Donald J. Grande '73 
Gene A. Grindlinger '70 
Gerald B. Healy '67 
Bernard L. Huang '62 
Edward Joseph '66 
Gail Kraft '70 
Mary Kraft '75 
Thomas A. Lamattina '82 
Forrest N . Maddix '45 
Barry M. Manuel '58 
Robert S. Pastan '73 
Ben Philosophe '87 
Peter E. Pochi '55 
M . Douglass Poirier '76 
Jane Price Prager '54 
Susan Pursell '90 
Stuart Rhein '69 
James Rosenberg '68 
Jay Rosenfeld '89 
Bruce Sands '87 
Jerry Schreibstein '89 
Robert Solomon '88 
Norman S. Stearns '47 
Jim Stem '88 
Bernard Tolnick '43a 
Anthony Vaccaro '89 
Robert Valerio '70 
Kathrine Annette Weller '89 
Randi Wiston '87 
The Spring Phonathon callers 
included: 
Roberta J. Apfel '62 
David A. Bailen '67 
Ronald F. Backer '70 
Lynanne M . Ballelli '89 
Leonard S. Bushnell '62 
William F. Croskery '37 
Bruce R. Davidson '70 
Frank F. Davidson '65 
Ann DiNapoli '87 
Elizabeth C. Dooling '65 
J. Worth Estes '64 
Frederick Georgian '81 
Nick Gianitsos '87 
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Faculty, student awards 
among highlights of 
Skit Nite festivities 
Faculty and students received awards 
during BUSM's recent annual Skit 
Nite and Awards Ceremony, co-
sponsored by the BUSM Alumni 
Association and the Student Commit-
tee on Medical School Affairs. 
Roberta Apfel '62, then president 
of the Alumni Association, and Wil-
liam McNary, Ph.D., associate dean 
for student affairs, presented the 
awards to students and faculty before 
the skits began. 
Awards given by the Class of 1954 
were made to the following faculty 
members: Peter Brecher, Ph.D., a 
professor of biochemistry, and John 
Dittmer, Ph.D., an associate profes-
sor of anatomy, received the Thomas 
Robitscher Faculty Award for excel-
lence in teaching the preclinical sci-
ences; Elaine Alpert, M.D. , a clinical 
instructor of medicine, received the 
Frederick Jackson Faculty Award for 
excellence in clinical instruction. In 
addition, the Class awarded Gerald 
Hladik '89 with the Geoffrey 
Boughton Student Award, presented 
to the outstanding second-year stu-
dent in pathology. 
Drew Weissman '87 received the 
Henry J. Bakst Scholarship Award, 
given to the senior student who best 
demonstrates the "qualities that 
exemplify the true physician." Julie 
Kenner '89 received the CIBA Award 
for Outstanding Community Service, 
given by the CIBA Pharmaceutical 
Company. 
In addition, Kamal Kalia '90 
received the Dr. Elizabeth K. Moyer 
Award, given to a first-year student 
for excellence in gross anatomy. 
Giselle Thornhill received the Esther 
B. and Albert Kahn Scholarship 
Award presented to a third-year stu-
dent for devotion to the profession, 
and concern and compassion for 
patients. The Lange Medical Publica-
tions Awards went to Kalia, Andrew 
Ahramowitz '89 and SueEUen Colby 
'88 for academic achievement, and to 
Jaime Este-McDonald '90, Maria 
Pelucia '89 and Mary Jo Wagner '88 
for community service. 
Alumni News 
Mary fane England '64 
Mary Jane England '64 
inducted as president 
at AMWA meeting 
Mary Jane England '64 this winter 
was inducted as president of the 
American Medical Women's Associa-
tion at the AMWA's Annual Meeting, 
held in St. Louis. Roberta Apfel '62, 
then president of the BUSM Alumni 
Association, and 13 BUSM students 
also participated in the meeting. 
Thomas Nevola '83 
fatally injured 
Thomas Nevola, M.D. , was fatally 
injured in Gavado, Ariz., on March 
24, 1986, reports his father, Joseph 
Nevola of Cranston, R.L Nevola was 
completing a pediatric rotation in his 
third-year residency at Kennebec 
Hospital, Augusta, Maine. "It's with 
a heavy heart I inform you of this 
tragedy. Boston University School of 
Medicine has a warm place in our 
hearts," the elder Nevola wrote in a 
letter to the BUSM Alumni Associa-
tion. 
"Tom was an ideal son," he contin-
ued. "He developed into an efficient 
making BUSM the medical school 
with the largest number of student 
representatives. The BUSM Alumni 
Association sponsored a reception at 
the meeting for BUSM alumnae and 
students. 
In addition, England recently was 
promoted from assistant to associate 
dean of Harvard's John F. Kennedy 
School of Government. As director of 
the Lucius N . Littauer Master in Pub-
lic Administration Program (MC/ 
MP A) at the Kennedy School, 
England has been responsible for 
recruiting students and establishing 
fellowships for the school's program. 
JFK Dean Graham Allison said of 
her, " In her three years at the Ken-
nedy School, she has attracted stu-
dents with increasingly diverse career 
backgrounds to the Program. She 
also has encouraged a greater num-
ber of women, minorities and inter-
national students to attend. The 
numerous fellowships she has cre-
ated, among them the recent Wom-
en's Leadership Fellowship, have 
contributed to this growth." 
England served as the first com-
missioner of the Massachusetts 
Department of Social Services from 
1979 to 1983. She is a consultant to 
both the National Institute of Mental 
Health and the American Psychiatric 
Association. 
and compassionate human being. His 
choice to be a family practice physi-
cian indicated his feelings towards 
his fellow man. He wanted fo work 
in a rural area to help those who 
might find it difficult to obtain medi-
cal assistance. 
"In his last year and a half at Ken-
nebec Hospital, he initiated a pas-
toral program that would emphasize 
a patient's spiritual faith. It's now 
known as the Tom Nevola Memorial 
Fund. Tom was always enthusiastic 
about his profession. He understood 
there was no end in learning, and 
that he was fortunate to be able to 
help." 
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Bernard L. Huang '62 
A 'barefoot doctor' who prefers to practice grass-roots medicine 
hen Bernard Huang 
arrived i n Boston i n 1953 
to accept a scholarship at Boston 
University, he had $25 i n his 
pocket and a Chinese-American 
dictionary under his arm. For 
seven years, first as an under-
graduate and later as a medical 
student, he l ived and worked at 
the home of Boston University 
President Harold C. Case, earn-
ing his room and board through 
household chores. 
Today, Huang makes a differ-
ent sort of l iv ing . He performs 
cardiothoracic surgery at eight 
Boston area hospitals, maintains 
a private practice i n Brookline 
and serves on the BUSM faculty 
as a clinical instructor i n surgery 
(thoracic surgery). A member of 
the BUSM Class of 1962, Huang 
is a director and assistant secre-
tary of the BUSM A l u m n i Associ-
ation and, for his generosity to 
the School of Medicine, a new 
Lifetime Dean's Club member. 
Yet, for all his accomplish-
ments, he remains as humble as 
the houseboy w h o lived w i t h the 
Cases, characterizing himself as a 
"barefoot doctor" practicing 
grass-roots medicine. 
"Bernard Huang embodies the 
things that are great about this 
country and typifies the Amer i -
can success story i n all its param-
eters," says Barry M . Manuel , 
M . D . , executive director of the 
BUSM A l u m n i Association. 
" A r r i v i n g f rom China w h e n he 
was 17 years o ld , he obtained an 
excellent education that enabled 
h i m to advance to medical school 
and thereafter acquire the skills 
of a cardiac surgeon," says 
Manuel . " H e is a physician loved 
by Christine Cleary 
He is a physician loved 
by his patients, and 
admired by his 
colleagues and friends 
by his patients and respected and 
admired by his colleagues and 
friends. A n excellent teacher and 
generous contributor to the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and the 
School of Medicine, he always 
has given back as much as he has 
received f rom our system. He is 
an unusually accomplished 
human being." 
' K n i g h t of the castle' 
Huang refers to his position 
w i t h the Cases at 225 Bay State 
Road (now the Castle) as being a 
"kn ight of the castle," and says 
that Harold C. Case, w h o served 
as president of Boston University 
f rom 1951 to 1968, was one of the 
most influential persons i n his 
life. "1 admired his discipline and 
compassion," says Huang, "and 
became an adopted son." Long 
after his "knightsh ip" ended, his 
loyalty to the Case family 
remained strong. I n fact, when 
Phyllis Case suffered a m i l d heart 
attack i n 1972 en route to a new 
hotel complex at M o u n t Everest, 
Huang flew 8,000 miles to act as 
her primary care physician at a 
primitive missionary hospital i n 
Katmandu. 
His recent major donation to 
South Cove Nursing Home i n 
Boston's Chinatown was made i n 
honor of the late Harold C. Case. 
"1 am a man of deep gratitude for 
the many blessings of my life and 
1 try to express it i n deeds as wel l 
as i n w o r d s , " says Huang. 
Grass-roots medicine 
Huang performs cardiothoracic 
surgery at Waltham, Symmes, 
Sancta Maria, M o u n t A u b u r n , St. 
Elizabeth's, Faulkner, Leonard 
Morse, Glover and Hahnemann 
hospitals. " I enjoy m y work at 
community hospitals because I 
like practicing medicine at the 
grass roots (level)," he says. "For 
me, it's more challenging because 
1 get to be more than a surgeon. 1 
can be a total doctor, tending to 
the overall needs of my patients 
and their families." 
He remains a "total doctor" for 
Bessie Titchen, 55, having per-
formed her triple bypass surgery 
at St. Elizabeth's Hospital i n 
1985. "Dr. Huang saved m y life 
wi thout making me feel like a 
number," she says. " I felt like the 
most important person i n his life. 
I 'd never go to anyone else." 
Having completed college and 
medical school at Boston Univer-
sity and surgical training at the 
University Hospital and Boston 
City Hospital, Huang d id not 
return to his homeland for 20 
years. " W h e n 1 visited China i n 
1973," he says, " I saw a barefoot 
boy i n a rice paddy and realized 
that, if not for Boston University, 
he might have been me. That's 
w h y 1 still consider myself a bare-
foot doctor. I am not an aca-
demic. 1 don't publish papers. 
For me, the human element is 
the best part of my job. 
"As an undergraduate 1 was a 
biology major," he says. "1 
became a doctor because 1 
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To cardiothoracic surgeon Huang, a single chest tube procedure is just as impor-
tant as major open-heart surgery and each patient just as memorable. 
wanted more than science. I see 
medicine as an art that should be 
used to alleviate suffering. I try 
to keep that perspective today, 
when it's too easy for patients to 
get lost i n technology and for 
medicine to get lost i n efforts to 
be cost-effective." 
Cars and orchids 
Huang's hobbies at home are 
t inkering w i t h cars and growing 
orchids: analogues, perhaps for 
the way he approaches his 
profession. As a mechanic of the 
heart, he replaces valves and re-
routes blood f low w i t h great skill 
and dexterity. A n d as a horticul-
turalist, he knows that each 
human life is like a flower: beau-
t i f u l , delicate, unique and w o r t h y 
of care. 
His career choice was i n f l u -
enced by the coming of age of 
cardiac surgery i n the early 
1960s, w h e n coronary bypass and 
valve replacement were new pro-
cedures. "Every specialty has its 
peak," says Huang, "and w h e n I 
'For me, the human 
element is the best 
part of my job' 
was graduating f rom medical 
school, cardiac surgery was very 
exciting." He d i d not choose the 
field for its life-and-death glamor; 
for h i m , a single chest tube pro-
cedure is just as important as 
major open-heart surgery, and 
each patient just as memorable. 
He is the inventor of what he 
calls a "vein holder," a device 
now widely used i n cardiac sur-
gery. " I t is just as simple as it 
sounds—like modified chop-
sticks," he says. His interest i n 
the total patient led h i m to seek 
training i n thoracic surgery, as 
wel l . 
For Huang, the patient is the 
heart of the matter. " A patient's 
appreciation is much more 
important than money," he says, 
as he reads a letter thanking h i m 
for his 'thoughtfulness, gentle-
ness and kindness.' " I f money 
were m y goal, I 'd do better open-
ing a Chinese laundry or a res-
taurant. 
"The medical profession is the 
only one that really deals w i t h 
life itself, which for me is sacred. 
A n d i n surgery, the patient w h o 
signs on the dotted line must 
trust me enough to go to sleep 
and let me pick up a knife and 
cut. It's a lot different f rom grant-
ing permission for automobile 
repairs. M y patients literally put 
their lives i n my hands." 
Huang is loyal to his 
homeland, bringing 
surgical equipment along 
on all his journeys 
A br ight color i n a mosaic 
I n 1973, Huang was the first 
American-trained doctor to enter 
Shanghai. He has visited his 
homeland several times since, his 
last tr ip being i n 1984. Compared 
w i t h cardiac surgeons in the 
United States, he says, "Chinese 
(physicians) have the knowledge 
and skills, but not the technol-
ogy." A t St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
he keeps his famous "China 
bag," into which goes surgical 
devices that w o u l d otherwise be 
t h r o w n away. O n every journey 
to China the bag goes along. 
Huang also brings Chinese 
equipment i n need of repair back 
to the U.S. and returns it to his 
homeland in work ing order. 
The Huangs have a distin-
guished Chinese heritage. 
Bernard Huang is the son of a 
physicist, and his wife , Anne, is 
the daughter of Sara (Fong) 
Sung, the first Chinese woman to 
graduate f rom BUSM (Class of 
1925). " I hardly spoke Fnglish 
when I came to the University," 
he says. 
"When I was a medical student 
I asked m y anatomy professor, 
Elizabeth Moyer, Ph.D. , for a 
United Nations flag for our 
cadaver because we were such an 
international group. You see, 
there are four dissectors for every 
cadaver. Our cadaver was Irish 
and his dissectors were Fnglish, 
Jewish, black and Chinese. This 
is what our country is all about. 
Some people call America a melt-
ing pot; I prefer to think of it as a 
mosaic, w i t h each color retaining 
its o w n hue . " 
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Shown at the 50th Reunion dinner party at the Castle May 8 are, left to right, 
Mary and Wilmer Buckland '37 of Camarillo, Calif., Pauline Luzackas '37 of 
Cambridge, Mass., Joshua Derow '37 of Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y., then 
Alumni Association President Roberta Apfel '62 of Newton, Mass., and 
William Croskery '37 of Brookline, Mass. 
School of Medicine 
Class Notes 
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Morris Katcher ot Brooklyn, N.Y., 
writes that he would like to hear 
trom his classmates, and hopes to 
attend the 60th Annual Reunion ot 
the Class ot 1928. He sends "greet-
ings to all ." Katcher also writes, " I 
noted with chagrin and disappoint-
ment that so tew ot my classmates 
(and some other classes also) have 
contributed to our annual alumni 
tund. At Boston University we were 
the fortunate recipients ot a superb 
medical education leading to a medi-
cal degree. One would think that the 
alumni would show their gratitude 
and appreciahon ot the opportunities 
derived trom such an experience. 
Not only have I contributed annually 
ever since my graduation, but have 
included BUSM in my wil l . I trust 
others will do likewise." 
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Charles E. Towne ot Waterville, 
Maine, reports that he worked tor 30 
years as state surgeon tor the Maine 
National Guard and did general sur-
gery in Waterville tor many years. 
He has retired trom the U.S. Army 
as brigadier general, and spends six 
months in Maine and the other six 
months in Naples, Fla. One son, 
John W. Towne, graduated trom 
BUSM in 1962. 
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Samuel Clive Cohen ot Chestnut 
Hil l , Mass., reports, "1 have retired 
after 50 years in the active practice ot 
medicine. I have a daughter practic-
ing pediatric cardiology in San Diego. 
I served in the U.S. Navy Medical 
Corps in World War II (1942-1945), 
and came ashore on Saipan and 
stayed tor nine months (1945-1946)." 
Israel M . Kamens ot Chelsea, Mass., 
writes, " I am practicing medicine, 
specializing in nutrition. I am very 
much involved in the community as 
president ot the Chelsea Hebrew 
Free School Endowment Fund, presi-
dent ot two community cemeteries, 
and on the board ot directors at Tem-
ple Emmanuel Chelsea. My hobbies 
include the stock market, walking 
and geriatrics. Mrs. Kamens and I 
are enjoying our grandchildren." 
Harold I. Shuman ot Chestnut Hil l , 
Mass., writes, " I 'm traveling a lot. 
Last year, China. This year, Israel, to 
attend my grandson's Bar Mitzvah. I 
am babysitting (and loving it) tor my 
great grandchildren, Molly, 2, and 
Samantha, 5. 
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John Meyers ot West Boylston, 
Mass., recently was honored by the 
Fallon Clinic and Fallon Community 
Health Plan. The Dr. John Meyers 
Annual Health Administration Key-
note Address, supported by these 
organizations, first was delivered in 
December 1986 at Clark University by 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Paul 
Starr, Ph.D., an expert in medical 
sociology. The address will be given 
each year at the Health Administra-
tion Symposium. Meyers joined the 
Fallon Clinic staff in 1939 and served 
as its president trom 1966 to 1982. He 
also was the first president ot the 
Fallon Community Health Plan. 
Ernest J. Pastorello ot Franklin, 
Mass., was honored in 1985 when 
the local health center was named 
the Dr. Ernest J. Pastorello Health 
Center. 
William W. Wainer ot Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., reports, " I am working tor 
the State ot Florida at the STD clinic 
(VD) since I retired trom emergency 
medicine." 
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Theodore A. Potter ot Kearsarge, 
N . H . , and Grant Dixey ot Cohasset, 
Mass., remind classmates that, "our 
50th graduation reunion is coming 
up May 6-7, 1988. Please make every 
effort to be present at the reunion. 
Contact the Alumni Association, 617 
638-5150, tor details." Potter recently 
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was honored by New England Bap-
tist Hospital with the dedication of a 
conference room in his name. Potter 
is a former chief ot orthopedics at 
Robert Breck Brigham Hospital, 
which now is owned by New Eng-
land Baptist Hospital. Potter joined 
the staff ot New England Baptist and 
Tutts Medical School in 1968, and he 
arranged the first rotation ot Tutts 
orthopedic residents at the hospital. 
Potter served as an associate profes-
sor ot orthopedics and fracture sur-
gery at BUSM trom 1942 to 1960 and 
did his surgical internship at the Uni-
versity Hospital (then Massachusetts 
Memorial Hospitals). He also has 
held teaching appointments at Har-
vard Medical School, and Tutts Medi-
cal School, where he currently is a 
clinical professor, emeritus. Upon 
retirement. Potter gave his last lec-
ture in what was known as the Day 
Room ot the old Robert Breck 
Brigham Hospital. Thanks to gifts 
trom his many colleagues, friends 
and patients, that room was reno-
vated and is now known as the 
Theodore A. Potter, M.D. , Confer-
ence Room. 
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Joseph F. Palmier! ot Naples, Fla., 
writes, " I am still working as a vol-
unteer physician one day a week at 
the Senior Friendship Health Center 
in Naples. In addition, I am working 
two mornings a week tor the Men's 
Auxiliary ot the Naples Community 
Hospital in a non-medical position. 
My youngest son, Dana, an attorney-
at-law, is associated with a large New 
York law firm and defends doctors in 
malpractice actions." 
Margaret Vencko ot Binghamton, 
N.Y., writes, " I am retired but my 
husband. Dr. J.J. Burnett, continues 
to work as the school physician tor 
Binghamton. Our family is growing 
and now includes five children, tour 
grandchildren and one expected in 
April . For the past six years the older 
two grandchildren (kindergarten) 
have prompted me to learn more 
about how infants and preschool 
children learn." 
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Herbert N . Blanchard ot Scituate, 
Mass., retired trom practice in April 
1986. Blanchard had fallen that 
month and fractured his right hip. 
His wife, Eleanor, reports, "...the hip 
with surgery, healed just tine." She 
adds, "Herb closed his medical prac-
tice at the time ot the fracture. We 
teel at this time that attending the 
reunion is not possible. He would 
have loved to come and will miss 
seeing his classmates. Our best 
wishes to everyone and let us extend 
an open invitation to his friends to 
stop in and say 'hi ' it they are in Sci-
tuate." 
J. Howard Lightfoot ot Contoocook, 
N . H . , retired trom general practice in 
January 1986. 
43a 
Theodore A. Potter '38 and his wife, 
Constance, at the dedication of the 
Theodore A. Potter, M.D., Conference 
Room. 
Lucy T. Russo ot Tomkins Cove, 
N.Y., writes that her husband, 
Salvatore Vasile '42, just completed 
43 years ot medical practice in family 
medicine. "He refused the Silver Star 
when he was a prisoner ot war dur-
ing World War I I , since he telt that 
others made a greater sacrifice. He 
was discharged as a major in 1943 
after aiding the escape ot 70 men as 
they were torce-marched trom Otlag 
64 in Poland toward Berlin. We were 
married in June 1943. I continued my 
residency at Cornell Medical Center, 
New York Hospital and Willard 
Sidney Olans '37 of Medford, Mass., a 
past president of the BUSM Alumni 
Association, visits with then Alumni 
Association President Roberta Apfel '62 
during the Alumni Weekend luncheon 
May 9 at the School. 
Parker Hospital in New York, spe-
cializing in pediatrics. I practiced 
pediatrics in Jackson Heights, 
Queens, tor 43 years, along with my 
husband, only taking maternity 
leaves when our daughter and son 
were born. Our daughter, Lucy 
Vasile Vokac, is a medical artist in 
Chicago, 111. Our son, Russell George 
Vasile, is presently on the staff ot 
Harvard Medical School, where he 
teaches and practices psychiatry with 
Dr. Schildkraut. He also is on the 
staff ot Boston Psychiatric Hospital, 
as well as in private practice. We 
have three grandchildren, Elizabeth 
Ann Vasile Vokac, Pamela Eisen 
Vasile and Nicholas Eisen Vasile. We 
are grateful to Boston University 
School ot Medicine tor our educa-
tion." 
Philip S. Spence ot Richmond, 
Texas, writes that he is still working 
full time, including surgery. " I am 
enjoying our 2-year-old daughter. 
Also, one granddaughter in college 
expects to become a doctor." 
Henry M. Trask ot Bar Mills, Maine, 
writes, " I retired trom general prac-
tice in Westbrook, Maine, on June 
16, 1986 (opened on Oct. 1, 1967). 
Prior to that I was in practice trom 
1955 to November 1966 in Brooklyn, 
N.Y." 
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Jacob B. Dana ot Gardiner, Maine, 
retired as chiet ot medical services at 
USVA Hospital in Togus, Maine, in 
January 1986, and is working part-
time as a consultant to the State ot 
Maine Hospital Licensing Bureau. 
44 
Seda Aronian Sparling still is in 
active pathology practice in Fitch-
burg, Mass. She reports that she has 
10 grandsons and two granddaugh-
ters, ranging in age trom two months 
to 16 years, and including twins. 
45 
Fred W. Benton ot Boca Raton, Fla., 
writes, 'T find it difficult to retire 
trom family practice, which I enjoy 
on a limited basis. I still play golf 
and enjoy visiting my 10 grandchil-
dren." 
Melvin H. Rodman ot Winchester, 
Mass., reports, "After 25 years at 
MIT and 10 years as its medical 
director, I've officially retired. Seeing 
the term 'emeritus' after my name 
takes some getting used to, but I'm 
thoroughly enjoying doing what I 
want, and more importantly, not 
doing what I don't want to do." 
Robert T. Cooney ot Portage, Wise, 
writes, "Hopefully, I will make it to 
the next big Class reunion in 1988, 
and trust that most ot the Class will 
be there." 
49 
James J. Siragusa Jr. ot West Spring-
field, Mass., is president-elect ot the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. 
Mitchell R. Zavon ot Lewiston, N.Y., 
recently retired trom his position as 
health director tor Occidental Chemi-
cal, and currently is working full 
time as president and medical direc-
tor ot Agatha Corporation, a health 
and environmental services company. 
He says, "Entrepreneurship is chal-
lenging. As an entrepreneur and also 
a technical professional, I haven't 
reduced my 80-hour week apprecia-
bly. I recently presented our first 
joint program with Niagara Univer-
sity: an update in eye care tor 
nurses." 
G. Robert Baler ot Brockton, Mass., 
reports, "1986 was a year full ot mile-
stones and celebrations: the marriage 
ot our daughter, Pamela; the gradua-
tion trom BUSM ot our son, Joseph, 
now interning at Albany Medical 
Center; our daughter Karen's gradua-
tion trom Yale with a master's degree 
in business and management; recog-
nition trom the University Hospital 
Medical Staff tor 30 years ot service; 
and our 35th wedding anniversary." 
Irving H. Berkovitz ot Los Angeles, 
Calif., writes, " I 'm still trying to get 
more widespread usage ot Volume I : 
'Expanding Mental Health Interven-
tion in Schools,' and am ready to 
publish Volume I I . Best regards to 
my classmates in the East." 
Gerald Besson ot Los Altos, Calif., 
writes, "With two ot our five daugh-
ters on the East Coast, we have been 
making an annual visit to Boston and 
New Haven tor the last two years. 
Our fourth daughter and her hus-
band bought a house this year in 
Arlington, so it looks as though they 
are settling in New England and we 
will continue our annual visit. Our 
fifth daughter is graduating trom 
Yale with an M.P.H. and we don't 
know where her wings will take her. 
The other three girls are in Califor-
nia—close by—and we are lucky in 
47 
Raymond Seltser ot Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has been elected president-elect ot 
the Pennsylvania Public Health Asso-
ciation tor 1986-1987. In addition, he 
has been elected a member ot the 
board ot directors' executive commit-
tee ot the Pennsylvania Division ot 
the American Cancer Society. He has 
been appointed as one ot the U.S. 
members on the World Health Orga-
nization's Expert Committee on 
Occupational Health, and has visited 
Geneva and Cuba as an expert con-
sultant. 
Richard C. Smith recently retired 
from the Arabian American Oil Com-
pany in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, and 
is now living in Lindale, Texas. 
30 
Members of the Class of '52 and spouses or guests gathered May 8 at the 
Colonnade Hotel in Boston for their 35th Reunion dinner party. 
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having six grandchildren who visit 
frequently." 
Michael Rohman ot White Plains, 
N.Y., has been elected to fellowship 
in the American Association tor the 
Surgery ot Trauma. He has three 
granddaughters, Jessica, 5 1/2, Sarah, 
18 months, and Rachel, 14 months. 
Max G. Sherer ot Bethesda, Md. , 
reports that his son, David Sherer 
'84, is a first-year resident in anesthe-
siology at Jackson Memorial Hospital 
in Miami Beach. 
53 
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The Rev. Robert W. Bain ot West-
boro, Mass., writes, "Have taken on 
and been appointed vicar ot St. 
Andrew's Episcopal Church in North 
Grafton, as I cut back trom full-time 
hospital work." 
Ruth M . Ellis ot Midland, Mich., 
writes, " I have begun semi-retire-
ment—ottice gyn only—due to outra-
geous insurance premiums. Eventu-
ally, I plan to divide the year 
between Maine and North Carolina." 
Murray M . Freed, chairman ot the 
BUSM Department ot Rehabilitation 
Medicine, was awarded the 1986 Vic-
tim Service Award by the Association 
ot Trial Lawyers ot America. The 
award was made in recognition ot 
Freed's many years ot dedication to 
the care and treatment ot the 
severely injured and handicapped. 
Nicholas Giosa ot Wetherstield, 
Conn., submits the following poem: 
A View 
How we do adorn the less than 
Great, like Botticelli his anatomy, with 
Arabesques a .d garlands 
Of legend and exaggerated worth; 
Too quick to praise a modest feat. 
Too quick to raise some popinjay 
To a view from Caesar's seat. 
How well we understand, we are 
Strangers to perfection's glass, mere 
Particles adrift within this twining hoop 
of chance. 
In search of needed heroes and necessary 
myths. 
Camille R. Berube ot Pocasset, 
Mass., is chiet ot medicine at Lake-
ville Hospital Rehabilitation Center. 
C. Gates Freese Jr. ot Peterborough, 
N . H . , writes, " I see Hank and 
Marian White a tew times a year. 
Hank is now at the VA Hospital in 
Togus, Maine. I see Joe and Doris 
Forte more frequently as they are 
nearby. I also see Jerry Crampton at 
the N.E. Ophthalmological Society 
meetings. Polly and I finally made 
the grandparent status last spring. 
Federal regulations are pushing hard 
toward retirement in the next tew 
years." 
Thomas Courtney Lee ot Washing-
ton, D . C , recently was promoted to 
a professor ot surgery at Georgetown 
University School ot Medicine. 
Radamee Orlandi-Gomez ot Rio 
Piedras, Puerto Rico, writes, " I am 
completely retired now. My double-
coronary bypass (now almost 11 
years old) is holding very well—com-
pletely symptomless, so tar. I have 
tour beautiful grandchildren, and my 
wife. Al l , says hello to all class-
mates." 
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Robert M . Berk ot Bronx, N.Y., 
writes that his daughter, Elizabeth 
Berk, is a first-year student at BUSM. 
Paul M . Lerner ot Asheville, N.C., 
writes, "So tar, so good, but some-
times I wonder: Is the glass still halt 
full or becoming halt empty?" 
Martin C. Manin ot New Rochelle, 
N.Y., and his wife announce the 
upcoming marriage ot their son, 
Samuel David Manin, to Mara 
Buchholtz. The wedding will take 
place on August 8, 1987. 
55 
Stanley K. Brockman ot Nar-
berth. Pa., has been appointed 
professor and chairman ot the 
Department ot Cardiothoracic Sur-
gery and co-director ot the Likott 
Cardiovascular Institute (CVI) at 
Hahnemann University in Philadel-
phia. He formerly was a professor ot 
BUSM faculty members Alan S. Cohen 
'52 and Murray M. Freed '52 are shown 
at their Class dinner party May 8 at the 
Colonnade Hotel. 
surgery and director ot cardiothoracic 
surgery at Thomas Jefferson Univer-
sity in Philadelphia. 
Eugene H . Courtiss ot Newton 
Lower Falls, Mass., has been elected 
chairman ot the American Board ot 
Plastic Surgery. He also is a member 
ot the Residency Review Committee 
in Plastic Surgery, book review editor 
ot Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, 
and past president and trustee ot the 
American Society tor Aesthetic Plastic 
Surgery. 
Robert T. Cutting ot Aiken, S.C., 
recently retired trom the Army. He 
writes, " I am now a DuPont 
employee at the Savannah River 
plant, Aiken, S.C., where I babysit 
three nuclear reactors." 
Stanley K. Brockman '55 
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Waclaw Hojnoski Jr. is chiet ot sur-
gery at Mercy Hospital in Spring-
field, Mass. 
Clement E. LaCoste has been 
appointed chiet ot statt tor the 
Harrington Memorial Hospital, 
Southbridge, Mass., tor the period 
1986-1988. His wite, Joan Walsh 
LaCoste, is a former secretary tor 
BCH Ward 3. She is active in real 
estate, and is ottice manager tor 
Horne & Hastings in Worcester and 
Southbridge. 
56 
James D. Kenney ot North Haven, 
Conn., reports, " I continue a dual 
lite with a busy practice in internal 
medicine and rheumatology (there 
are two partners—one a BUSM alum-
nus), and at Yale as associate dean 
tor graduate and continuing educa-
tion and as a clinical professor. I get 
into New York City every other week 
tor Medical Letter editorial board, 
which is a welcome relief trom the 
telephone tor a day." He adds, " I am 
grateful tor a happy lite." 
Leonard S. Krassner ot Wallingtord, 
Conn., writes, " In 1986 I was pro-
moted to clinical professor ot pediat-
rics, Yale University School ot Medi-
cine. In addition, I left private 
practice in New Haven to become 
medical director ot Choate Rosemary 
Hall School in Wallingtord." 
Peter Pochi '55, left, and Joseph Franklin 
'50 at the Fall Phonathon. 
57 
Howard C. Beane ot Camp Hil l , Pa., 
is president ot the Urological Associ-
ation ot Pennsylvania, and is a mem-
ber ot the Medical Advisory Commit-
tee ot the South Central Lithotripter 
Alliance. 
Gilbert A. Norwood has been prac-
ticing pediatrics in Beverly, Mass., 
tor 25 years. He writes, "My wite, 
Judy, is tine. One boy is married, 
and we are expecting our first grand-
child any time. Two children are 
finally through college, two more will 
be finished next year, and there is 
one more to go. Al l is well. I enjoy 
learning about classmates." 
Clement E. Papazian ot Upland, 
Calif., recently was selected as Edu-
cator ot the Year at the California 
State Conference ot the Association 
tor Children and Adults with Learn-
ing Disabilities, a national advocacy/ 
support organization comprised ot 
professionals, parents and learning-
disabled adults. The occasion was the 
first time in California that the award 
was presented to a pediatrician. 
Julian A. Waller ot South Burlington, 
Vt., has been named to the editorial 
board ot the American Journal of Public 
Health, and has been elected to the 
board ot directors, American Associa-
tion tor Automotive Medicine. He 
also was named to the executive 
board ot the National Safety Council 
Committee on Alcohol and Other 
Drugs. He reports, "The special sum-
mer program on alcoholism tor medi-
cal students which I direct as part ot 
the New England School ot Alcohol 
Studies is entering its fourth year 
and has been extremely successful, 
except tor the tact that no Boston 
University students have applied. 
The course is tree (plus travel expen-
ses paid) tor up to 20 New England 
students per year. Students should 
contact me tor information at the 
Department ot Medicine, University 
ot Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 05405." 
Alan Ziskind ot Belmont, Mass., 
writes, "1 am still in pediatric practice 
in Belmont but also have taken on a 
job as statewide medical director tor 
PruCare ot Massachusetts, Pruden-
tial's PPO-IPA managed health care 
system. My oldest son, Andrew, is 
finishing up an internal medicine 
residency at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and will be going on to a 
cardiology fellowship." 
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Gilbert R. Fisch ot West Newton, 
Mass., reports that he is doing clini-
cal research on prophylaxis ot otitis 
media in infants, and that he has 
been refunded by N I H (Greater Bos-
ton Otitis Media Collaborative). 
Ralph D. Powell Jr. ot Lexington, 
Ky., reports, " I returned last August 
with my family trom a six-month 
sabbatical in England (University ot 
London), doing research on mor-
phometry ot airways and vessels in 
the lungs." 
Louis W. Sullivan, president ot 
Morehouse School ot Medicine in 
Atlanta, Ga., was one ot seven out-
standing Atlantans to be recognized 
tor exceptional achievement in their 
fields and contributions to the com-
munity by the Equitable Lite Assur-
ance Society ot the United States. 
Regional Black Achievement Awards 
were presented in October at Equita-
ble's first regional Black Achievement 
Awards Dinner in Atlanta. 
59 
John M. Bennett ot Rochester, N.Y., 
writes, "Many positive vibrations on 
receiving the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award last year. Clearly it was a 
major and memorable highlight in 
my academic career. My oldest son is 
now in a residency program at 
Strong Memorial. Time flies! We're 
looking forward to our first grand-
child in September (a fourth genera-
tion ot M.D.'s?)." 
Eugene M. J. Pugatch, chiet ot neu-
rology at Mountainside Hospital in 
Montclair, N.J., writes, "My wite is 
engaged in real estate sales, and our 
son, Gilles, 12, is a seventh grader 
who loves ice hockey." 
F. Robert Rodman ot Beverly Hills, 
Calif., reports that his book, "Keep-
ing Hope Alive: On Becoming a Psy-
chotherapist," was published by 
Harper and Row in 1986. Sometime 
this year. Harvard University Press 
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The Class of '62 and guests gather at the Alexander Parris Room at Boston's Fanueil Hall for their 25th Reunion dinner party. 
will publish "The Spontaneous Ges-
ture: Selected Letters ot D.W. 
Winnicott," which he has edited and 
introduced. He adds that he and his 
wite, Katharine Newton Rodman, are 
the proud parents ot Sarah O'Conor 
Rodman, born Jan. 13, 1984, and 
Nicholas William Rodman, born 
April 30, 1986. , 
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Richard H. Thorp announces the 
relocation ot his ottice tor the practice 
ot neurological surgery to 110 North 
Valeria, Suite 408, Fresno, Calit. 
61 
Col. Martin Lefkowitz is stationed 
with the Armed Forces Institute ot 
Pathology in Washington, D.C. 
Burton White ot Hillsborough, Calit. 
writes, "It was wonderful to see my 
classmates at our 25th Reunion in 
May 1986, and to observe the out-
standing progress the School has 
made. To those 'brave enough' to 
make the trip 'out West,' we extend 
an open invitation to visit with us in 
the San Francisco Bay area." 
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Joyce Carlyle ot Lambeth, Ontario, 
recently was appointed pediatrician-
in-chiet at CPRI, London, Ontario, 
and associate professor in the 
Department ot Pediatrics, University 
ot Western Ontario, London. 
Generoso G. Gascon ot Fargo, N.D. , 
reports, "The second edition ot my 
book, 'Symptom-Oriented Neurol-
ogy: A Practical Handbook,' will be 
published this spring by PSG Pub-
lishing Company in Littleton, Mass., 
and I am on the editorial boards ot 
two journals—the Journal of Child 
Neurology and Brain and Language. 
Two years in the Middle East have 
catalyzed my interest in genetic neu-
rometabolic disease and international 
medical education and training." On 
a personal note, he writes, " I have 
tour children. Celeste will be gradu-
ating trom U. Mass-Amherst this 
year; Christopher is a junior at Wil-
liams College, and we have two 
younger boys, Philippe and Douglas. 
While in the Middle East, Susan, my 
wite, acquired an interest in Oriental 
rugs and the cultures they reflect. In 
the future we hope eventually to 
resettle in New England." In June 
1987, Gascon moved back to Saudi 
Arabia. 
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Robert S. Boltax ot Woodbridge, 
Conn., recently was elected presi-
dent-elect ot the state chapter ot the 
American College ot Surgeons. 
Cynthia Rose ot Colorado Springs, 
Colo., writes, "In 1983, after 15 years 
as medical director ot Pikes Peak 
Mental Health Center, I moved into 
private practice. I remain involved on 
the clinical faculty ot the Colorado 
University Medical School Depart-
ment ot Psychiatry. As an area repre-
sentative to the American Psychiatric 
Association, I have had wonderful 
opportunities to renew contacts and 
collaborate with colleagues in Massa-
chusetts. Particularly rewarding has 
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been my involvement on an APA 
Committee, overseeing the forthcom-
ing publication of the revision of 
DSM-lII ("Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual tor Psychiatry"). Publicity 
around 'controversial' diagnoses has 
been challenging. On a personal 
note, I have two sons attending New 
England colleges and recently 
received my instrument rating as a 
pilot." 
Alan J. Wabrek ot Hartford, Conn., 
recently was promoted to a full pro-
fessor ot Ob/Gyn at the University ot 
Connecticut, and was elected secre-
tary-general ot the World Association 
tor Sexology. 
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Mary Jane England ot Brighton, 
Mass., writes, "My oldest daughter, 
Alexandra, born during my junior 
year at BUSM, is serving in the Peace 
Corps in Olanchito, Honduras. She is 
assigned to work as a mental-health 
social worker in the health center 
and in a school tor special-needs chil-
dren." 
Joseph A. Moylan ot Durham, N.C., 
recently was honored as president ot 
the American Burn Association in 
Washington, D.C. He is a professor 
ot surgery at Duke University Medi-
cal Center and chiet ot trauma ser-
vices. 
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Raymond A. Igou Jr. ot Stoneham, 
Mass., an assistant professor ot 
orthopedic surgery at BUSM, recently 
was appointed chiet ot orthopedic 
surgery at the New England Memo-
rial Hospital. He also serves as medi-
cal director tor the Rehabilitation Ser-
vices in the Back School Program at 
N.E. Memorial. 
Howard Ledewitz ot Longmeadow, 
Mass., reports that he recently was 
promoted to an assistant clinical pro-
fessor ot medicine at Tutts Medical 
School, and that his group practice. 
Cardiology Group ot Springfield, 
recently moved to a new medical 
ottice building at Baystate Medical 
Center in Springfield. 
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Harry M . lannotti ot Barrington, 
R.I., is an assistant clinical professor 
ot urology at Brown University 
School ot Medicine, as well as chiet 
ot urology at Women & Infants Hos-
pital and chiet ot urology and direc-
tor ot the division at the Miriam Hos-
pital, both in Providence. 
Edward Joseph ot Winthrop, Mass., 
married Frederica Schart Sterling on 
June 29, 1986. 
Joan Sender Lasser ot Warwick, R.I., 
writes, " In May ot 1986 I opened a 
new practice in diagnostic radiology, 
in Warwick. My oldest daughter, 
Suzanne, 19, is a sophomore at 
Brown University, and is in the Pro-
gram ot Liberal Medical Education 
there. She plans to go on to Brown 
Medical School. My middle daughter, 
Karen, 17, is a freshman at Harvard, 
and my son, Mark, 16, is a junior at 
Moses Brown High School in Provi-
dence." 
Carol (Milchenski) Rothman reports 
that she and her husband. Herb 
Rothman '66, live and work in Miami 
Beach, Fla. Herb is chiet ot psychia-
try at Cedars ot Lebanon Hospital 
and South Shore Hospital. She is in 
private practice in general medicine. 
Michael Tragakis ot Neo Psichiko, 
Greece, writes, "My son Peter is a 
freshman at Boston University, Col-
lege ot Liberal Arts (premed)." 
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Susan E. Bradford presently ot Kin-
ston, N.C., notes, " I am moving in 
'87. See you at the reunion May 8-9, 
1987." 
Ralph G. Ganick ot Edmond, Okla., 
reports, " I have added an associate 
in the Section ot Hematology-Oncol-
ogy at the Oklahoma City Clinic, and 
a third person may also be consid-
ered. I obtained certification in medi-
cal oncology by A.CP. , along with 
prior certification in hematology (Dr. 
Charles P. Emerson assisted my 
application to sit tor the exam under 
the grandfather clause)." 
Ethan M . Shevach ot Rockville, Md. , 
has been appointed editor-in-chiet ot 
the Journal of Immunology. 
Stuart E. Siegel is president ot the 
Southern California Children's Can-
cer Services, Inc., and is medical 
director and co-tounder ot Camp 
Ronald McDonald tor Good Times, 
which recently hosted 24 children 
with cancer trom England, Canada, 
Israel, and Yugoslavia tor a summer 
camping experience in Los Angeles. 
They joined more than 250 children 
trom California and throughout the 
West tor week-long camping pro-
grams. (Editor's note: For more on 
Siegel, please see cover story.) 
Phonathon callers, left to right, included William Franklin '46, George Ghareeb 
'62, Anne Murray Bell '62 and Mary fane England '64. 
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Eric A. Birken of Fairport, N.Y., 
writes, "1 was elected president of 
the Ontario County Medical Society 
tor 1986-87. A paper concerning cal-
cium metabolism after thyroidectomy 
will be presented this spring at the 
American Society ot Head and Neck 
Surgery in Denver, Colo." 
Steven R. Kohn ot Hackensack, N.J., 
was a recent guest ot Professor John 
S. Strauss and the Iowa Dermatologi-
cal Society. In addition, he presented 
a patient with a rare form ot cuta-
neous T-cell lymphoma at the New 
England Dermatological Society 
Meeting held at Yale University 
School ot Medicine, and published 
several articles under the aegis ot 
Columbia University College ot Phys-
icians and Surgeons, including a 
report ot Cowden's disease and some 
comments on the misuse ot words in 
the medical literature. 
Gerald H . Margolis ot Needham, 
Mass., asks, "DRG, HMO, IPA, 
PPG...whatever happened to MED?" 
69 
Bruce L. Eames ot Greenville, S.C., 
writes, "Recovering chemically 
dependent, formerly in ENT, now tor 
five years in addictionology as treat-
ment facility medical director, consul-
tant and lecturer." 
George G. Fishman ot Chestnut Hil l , 
Mass., reports that he has been the 
psychiatric residency training director 
at Beth Israel tor the last three years, 
and that he wil l continue to teach 
there and at Boston Psychoanalytic. 
Barbara J. Herman Fleming ot 
Shaker Heights, Ohio, writes that 
she has had "new experiences as a 
single parent. I have new attitudes 
about present and future goals. I 
would enjoy hearing trom old 
friends." 
David A. Levinson ot Petaluma, 
Calit., reports, " I am practicing der-
matology and consulting in dermato-
pathology in the wine country north 
ot San Francisco. My son, Stephen, 
17, is graduating trom high school 
and getting ready tor college." 
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Rita and David Teele ot Winchester, 
Mass., are pleased to announce the 
birth ot a son, Benjamin Whittemore, 
in January. They write, "Benjamin 
joins sisters Sarah, Elinor and 
Katharine, thereby fulfilling the Teele 
motto—^Joy Through Complexity." 
David continues working at Boston 
City Hospital in the Department ot 
Pediatrics. Rita is in the Department 
ot Radiology at the Children's Hospi-
tal in Boston. 
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Henry D. Childs ot Maynard, Mass., 
writes, "Continuing to develop and 
enjoy a pioneering practice in pre-
ventive medicine, emphasizing lite-
style analysis and retraining. Eco-
nomics are awful (especially here in 
Massachusetts), but the work and the 
patients are great." 
Paul B. Cohen ot Marysville, Calit., 
reports, "My wite recently gave birth 
to our second son, Joel. Our first 
son, Noah, is 4 1/2. Jane practices 
family counseling in Yuba City, Calit. 
I am currently chiet ot pediatrics at 
Fremont Medical Center in Yuba 
City. Best regards to all ." 
John Dundas currently is practicing 
adult outpatient psychiatry in Need-
ham, Mass., and is loving it. 
Peter M . Taft ot La Mesa, Calit., 
writes, "1986 was certainly an excit-
ing and important year tor me. I 
qualified tor and passed the Certifi-
cate ot Special Competence in Gen-
eral Vascular Surgery ("Vascular 
Boards") ot the American Board ot 
Surgery. Also, I was accepted into 
membership ot the International 
Society tor Cardiovascular Surgery. 
Finally, I was named chiet. Depart-
ment ot General and Vascular Sur-
gery, Kaiser Hospital, San Diego, 
Calit. Quite a year!" 
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Bernard J. Berstein ot North Provi-
dence, R.L, writes, "My oldest son, 
Richard, a graduate ot Temple Law 
School, is an officer and legal counsel 
tor Metropolitan Lite Insurance Com-
pany (Casualty Division) in Warwick, 
R.L My son, Larry '78, is practicing 
ophthalmology in Syosset, N.Y., and 
my daughter-in-law, Mindy '79, is 
practicing dermatology there as well. 
Their son, Daniel, is one year old. 
My youngest son, Jason, is a second-
year resident in OB-GYN at New Jer-
sey College ot Medicine, Rutgers, 
and a graduate ot Brown Medical 
School in 1984. Warmest regards to 
all my friends and classmates. It was 
great being there and it's still great to 
be alive and well today." 
James R. Brasic ot New York City, 
writes, " I work part-time at Harlem 
Hospital Center as associate attend-
ing physician and director ot child 
psychiatry ward-consultation-liaison 
service." 
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Michael Feinberg ot West Mt. Airy, 
Pa., was appointed director ot outpa-
tient psychiatry and associate profes-
sor of psychiatry at the Medical Col-
lege ot Pennsylvania. After medical 
school, he was chiet resident in psy-
chiatry at the Neuropsychiatric Insti-
tute ot the University ot Michigan 
Hospital in Ann Arbor. Before com-
ing to MCP, he was an associate pro-
fessor ot psychiatry and an adjunct 
associate professor ot psychology at 
the University ot Michigan. He orga-
nized the Outpatient Depression 
Clinic at the University ot Michigan 
Hospital and directed it tor six years. 
At MCP he will continue his research 
on the diagnosis ot depression using 
biological tests. Formerly a co-investi-
gator on several grants from the 
National Institute ot Mental Health 
and the State ot Michigan, he has 
authored more than 90 abstracts and 
articles in scientific journals on the 
diagnosis and treatment ot depres-
sion. 
John A. Gillespie is director ot car-
diology at Highland Hospital in 
Rochester, N.Y. 
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Martha P. Gramlich of Alexandria, 
Va., writes, "You've caught me at a 
time when I'm sitting on both ends 
ot the scale at the same time. I'm up 
and down all at once. My ER group 
is doing well professionally, but as a 
woman with a cooperative approach 
to lite and work, I get very frustrated 
with some ot the group dynamics ot 
internal competitiveness. Our tour 
children are unequivocally wonder-
ful, and the older three are particu-
larly happy in school this year, but 
scheduling, organizing and flexing 
with them is a stressful busy job 
also. My husband, Fred, has just 
been diagnosed as having a lym-
phoma, but one with a 15- to 20-year 
prognosis, so I teel lucky knowing 
how many worse things could have 
happened. But confronting one's 
mortality is not a pleasant experience 
to say the least. Thank goodness tor 
good medicine and good doctors. 
Keep up the good work." 
Wade T. Hamilton has been elected 
to fellowship in the American Col-
lege ot Cardiology. He is director ot 
pediatric echocardiography at Geisin-
ger Medical Center in Danville, Pa. 
Evan E. Mortimer ot Columbia, M d . , 
is a colonel in the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps, and is chiet ot GYN service 
and chiet ot the Department ot Sur-
gery at the Kimbrdugh Army Com-
munity Hospital in Fort Meade, Md. 
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David J. Chronley ot Narragansett, 
R.I., reports that his family is grow-
ing, and now includes his red-
headed daughter, Kelly (born in May 
1985), in addition to his son, 
Courtney, 11, and Kathleen, 8. 
Jane Siegel Cohn and Peter D. Cohn 
ot Dallas, Texas, write, "We are still 
alive and well in Dallas after 9 1/2 
years. Peter remains in his too-busy 
internal medicine practice and I have 
been promoted to associate professor 
ot pediatrics. Our children, Erika, 9 
1/2, and Jen, 4 1/2, continue to blos-
som." 
Robert H. Gilman ot Wellesley, 
Mass., reports that he is in private 
practice specializing in plastic sur-
gery, with his primary hospital being 
the Newton-Wellesley. He and his 
wite, Christine, have a 2-year-old 
son, Alexander, and were expecting a 
second child in November 1986. 
Harold L. Lazar ot Chestnut Hil l , 
Mass., was elected to fellowship in 
the American College ot Cardiology. 
He is an assistant professor ot sur-
gery at BUSM and a member ot the 
Department ot Cardiothoracic Sur-
gery at the University Hospital in 
Boston. 
Paul M . Leiman ot Clarks Green, 
Pa., writes, "Our 10-man diagnostic 
radiology practice, (ot which I ' l l 
become president in January), keeps 
me quite busy. However, I've found 
some time to serve on the boards ot 
our Temple and the local Jewish Fed-
eration. I'm also serving as chairman 
ot the board ot our community 
Hebrew school. But my greatest plea-
sure is being with my sons, Scott, 10 
1/2, and Seth, 7 1/2. Those two char-
acters really keep Carol and me 
busy." 
Arnold R. Oppenheim writes, "I am 
practicing dermatology and part-time 
pathology in Virginia Beach, Va. 
Occasionally, I teach at Eastern Vir-
ginia Medical School. My address is 
3729 Redwood Farm Drive, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23452." 
Leon Remis and his wite, Deborah, 
ot Marblehead, Mass., proudly 
announce the birth ot their daughter, 
Aleza Simone, on Saturday, July 5, at 
Beth Israel Hospital. Aleza has an 
older sister, Naomi, 3. 
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Edward L. Feldman ot Westwood, 
Mass., is director ot the retina unit at 
Beth Israel Hospital, and on the statt 
at Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infir-
mary. 
Lindsey K. Grossman and Neil J. 
Grossman '76, ot Worthington, Ohio, 
write ot the news ot Eddie 
McCarthy's death, "When one thinks 
ot Eddie, one sees him striding 
through the main lobby ot the School 
ot Medicine...dressed in his white 
jacket, checking to make sure all is 
well with the freshmen and sopho-
more students gathered there before 
classes tor the day. There was always 
a special hello tor anyone he knew 
was having any special problems. 
and he always seemed to know who 
that might be. Certainly there were 
many 'darker days' which we both 
experienced, made brighter by the 
appearance ot Eddie. We were mar-
ried while students at BUSM and 
Eddie knew how tight our financial 
situation was. Meanwhile, renovation 
was going on in various places 
throughout the School ot Medicine, 
and it always seemed that Eddie was 
at the right place at the right time to 
scrounge us up some discarded item 
that he telt we absolutely had to 
have tor our meagerly furnished 
Jamaica Plain apartment. There was a 
special sadness in saying goodbye to 
Eddie as we left Boston tor our 
internships in Baltimore, and he is 
sorely missed now. Many former 
BUSM students will remember him 
fondly; he brought a lot ot happiness 
and warmth to a lot ot people's 
lives." (Editor's note: Excerpts from the 
preceding letter appeared in a tribute to 
McCarthy, which appeared in the Fall 
1986 issue of Centerscope.) 
Meredith Halks Miller ot Woodside, 
Calit., reports, "Terry and I have two 
children, Elana, 4, and Zachary, 3. 
Terry's still in private practice in Palo 
Alto in psychiatry, and I'm a neuro-
pathologist at SRI International in 
Menlo Park. I had just taken six 
months ott to be with the children 
full time—a hectic but rewarding 
experience. Work seems so much 
easier now." 
Lindsey C. Kiser ot Needham, 
Mass., wrote in November, "My hus-
band, Les, and I are the proud par-
ents ot a 7-month-old boy. I'm work-
ing part-time (a 35-hour week) so 
that I can spend more time with him. 
When I was in school, I never 
dreamed I'd be so happy as a 
mother." 
Mary Kraft ot Lincoln, Mass., writes, 
"Gordon is now a booming 2-year-
old with lots to say. He must take 
after me. This year I'm president ot 
the Suffolk District Medical Society, a 
director ot the BUSM Alumni(-ae) 
Association, associate editor ot Mas-
sachusetts Medicine, and I work part-
time at Massachusetts General Hos-
pital. I was very sorry to learn ot 
Eddie McCarthy's death." 
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William Marasco '88 leads alumni on tour of School during Alumni Weekend in 
May. 
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Edward R. Berman of Ridgefield, 
Conn., writes "Ellen and I joyfully 
announce the birth ot our third son, 
Andrew Scott." 
Randy A. Birken ot Houston, Texas, 
writes ot Eddie McCarthy's death, 
"For both my wite (who was an 
employee at BUSM), and myself, 
Eddie brightened some very tough 
and lean days. I know he will be 
both missed and remembered by 
those who had the opportunity to 
experience his compassion." Ot him-
self and his family he notes, "My 
wite and I have been very busy ot 
late. I have been appointed as the 
new chairman ot the Department ot 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at Hous-
ton Northwest Medical Center and 
my wite has temporarily stopped 
practicing law to devote full time to 
our three sons." 
Richard M . Greenberg ot Jenkin-
town. Pa., reports that he works at 
the Graduate Hospital in Philadel-
phia specializing in cardiology and 
invasive electrophysiology. He and 
his family are doing well. His wite, 
Marianne, and two boys. Matt, 5, 
and Danny, 3, all keep him busy. 
Anthony V. Rocha has been joined 
by Daniel Hochberger '83 in the 
practice ot internal medicine in East 
Providence, R.I. 
Barry J. Zamost ot Long Beach, 
Calit., writes, " I am into my sixth 
year in practice, specializing in gas-
troenterology. We now have three 
children, Aaron, 7, Shanah, 4, and 
Sara, 1 . " 
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Douglas G. Bentley ot Brockton, 
Mass., reports that he was board cer-
tified in orthopedic surgery in 1984, 
that he became a fellow ot the Amer-
ican Academy ot Orthopedic Sur-
geons in 1986, that he and his wite 
are expecting their third child, and 
that he "traded in the sports car tor a 
station wagon and a pick-up truck!" 
Andrew F. Berezin of Needham, 
Mass., writes, " I have two sons, 
Adam, 7, and Jared, 5. I 'm in private 
radiology practice in Boston." 
Col. Andrew J. Breuder writes, " I 
was promoted to full colonel in the 
USAF Medical Corps in July 1986. I 
have just been notified that my next 
assignment wil l be as the commander 
ot the USAF Hospital at Blytheville 
AFB (SAC), Arkansas. In July, I will 
be completing a three-year overseas 
tour ot duty as an exchange officer 
with the Royal Air Force (RAF). Betty 
and I are both looking forward to 
returning to the USA and a challeng-
ing new job, but we'll miss Eng-
land." 
Michael P. Harrigan ot Saugus, 
Mass., reports that he is in private 
practice in internal medicine. He 
adds, "We have three children (girls), 
and we are expecting our fourth in 
August 1987." 
Michael S. Niederman ot Roslyn, 
N.Y., writes, "Ronna and I are enjoy-
ing lite in Long Island, where I serve 
as medical ICU director and pulmon-
ologist at Winthrop University Hos-
pital. We have two children, Alex, 3, 
and Eric, 5 months." 
Richard S. Rome ot Fort Worth, 
Texas, writes, "Linda, my wite, is 
back in college at Texas Christian 
University. Shari, 16, and Rebecca, 9, 
are studying at Fort Worth Country 
Day School. My practice is diverse 
and busy including private offices, 
city-type hospital and some military 
work. I'm also teaching sporadically 
at Parkland. Earned my private pilot 
license last year and am working 
toward an instrument rating. Hope 
to be vacationing in New England 
about August 1. Donna and 
Charles—how are y'all?" 
Charles F. Sanzone ot Weston, 
Mass., writes, " I am director ot pedi-
ortho at Boston City Hospital. I have 
two children, Greg, 3, and Danielle, 
6. My wite. Donna, is a publisher in 
Boston." 
Gary Stanton ot Ayer, Mass., 
reports, " I passed the EEG boards 
and am looking forward to our 1987 
Class Reunion." 
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Carola Arndt ot Gaithersburg, Md. , 
writes, " I will complete my fellow-
ship in Peds Hem/One at the 
National Cancer Institute in June 
1987, and have accepted a faculty 
position as a pediatric hematologist/ 
oncologist at Baystate Medical Center 
in Springfield, Mass., to begin in 
August 1987." 
Lillian E. Cohn ot Philadelphia, Pa., 
reported in November, "Larry and I 
now have three sons, ages 3 months, 
2 1/2 years, and 5 years. My internal 
medicine practice is going well at 
Pennsylvania Hospital and lite in 
general is hectic but tun." 
Frank S. Davis ot Walpole, N . H . , 
has been board certified in pediatrics 
and is practicing as a partner in the 
Greater Falls Health Center, Bellows 
Falls, Vt. In addition, he is on statt at 
Rockingham Memorial Hospital, 
Springfield Hospital, Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital and Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center. 
Michael A. Diaz ot Reston, Va., 
writes, "Cynthia and I are very 
happy to announce the birth ot 
Michael Jr. and Thomas' new sister, 
Christina Jean Diaz, born March 4, 
1987." 
Barbara Hochberger Katz writes, " I 
have a private practice in general 
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psychiatry in Great Neck, N.Y., 
where I reside. I also teach psychia-
try at Cornell University's North 
Shore University Hospital. I gave 
birth to my second child, Adam 
Stephen, in September 1986, and my 
older son, Aaron Michael, is 4 years 
old." 
Stephen G. Porter notes, "Pam and I 
are living and practicing in Brookline, 
Mass., where we live with our 15-
month-old son, Zachary. Life is a 
three-ring circus. I am on the faculty 
at Tutts where I primarily work in 
child psychiatry. Additionally, I am 
director ot the South Boston Court 
Clinic and have an active private 
practice. I have specialized in foren-
sic child psychiatry, and do a great 
deal ot work with families. We 
would love to hear trom classmates 
in the Boston area." 
Peak Woo ot Jamesville, N.Y., 
announces the birth ot his daughter, 
Christina May, born in March 1986. 
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John M . Blanchette and Elizabeth A. 
Bobbins ot Northampton, Mass., 
announce the birth ot their second 
child, Lisa Marie. 
Mark Jackson ot Carmichael, Calit., 
is deputy director/chief medical offi-
cer tor the California Indian Health 
Program Ottice in Sacramento. 
Karen Kostroff ot Lake Success, 
N.Y., recently announced the open-
ing ot her office in Great Neck, 
where she wil l specialize in surgery 
and diseases ot the breast. Her 
daughter, Leslie, is now two years 
old. 
William LoVerme ot Brighton, 
Mass., recently opened a private 
practice in plastic surgery, and has 
been appointed to the teaching facul-
ties at both Harvard and Tutts 
Schools ot Medicine. 
Carmen Martinez announces the 
opening ot her ottice tor the practice 
of internal medicine at 615 State 
Road A l A , Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 
Stephen R. Peters ot Teaneck, N.J., 
is an attending pathologist at 
Hackensack Medical Center in New 
Jersey, and also is the proud father ot 
Joanna, born March 1986. 
Lisa 5. Ramey ot Jattrey, N . H . , 
reports, "Ross '78 and I are now 
country docs in southern New 
Hampshire with Kate, 4, and Ian, 2." 
Edward R. White ot Damariscotta, 
Maine, writes, "Wendy, Adam and I 
are thriving on the mid-Maine coast. 
Don't tell anybody." 
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Laura CoUetti and her husband, 
Douglas Mann, announced the 
arrival ot their daughter. Erica 
Lauren Mann, on March 18, 1986. 
Laura is an assistant professor ot 
medicine at the Medical University ol 
South Carolina. She and her hus-
band, who is a cardiologist at the 
Medical Univeristy ot South Carolina, 
reside in Mt. Pleasant, a suburb ot 
Charleston, S.C. She would love to 
hear trom classmates and friends! 
Patricia Anne DeFusco has com-
pleted graduate training in medical 
oncology at the Mayo Graduate 
School ot Medicine. She wil l enter 
private practice in medical oncology 
in Hartford, Conn. 
David R. Edelstein reports that he 
still is practicing otolaryngology in 
New York City out ot Manhattan 
Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital, where 
he also serves as resident coordina-
tor. 
Paul R. Gilmore ot Stoneham, 
Mass., is director ot gastrointestinal 
endoscopy at the Boston VA Medical 
Center. His wite, JoAnne Nowak '82 
is fulfilling her National Health Ser-
vice commitment in a practice in 
Lawrence, Mass. He adds, "Best ot 
all, Ryan Thomas Gilmore was born 
Jan. 30, 1986, and is director ot the 
Gilmore Household." 
Randal B. Kaufman ot Sharon, 
Mass., has been elected to fellowship 
in the American College ot Cardiol-
ogy. He is in private practice in 
Attleboro, Mass. 
Norman A. Komwitz and Risa 
Guttman-Kornwitz ot Cranston, R.L, 
announce the arrival ot their daugh-
ter, Jenna Lauren, bom June 4, 1986. 
Komwitz is in orthopedic surgery 
practice in Providence, R.I. 
Andy Kriegel writes, " I am now in 
private cardiology practice in Brock-
ton, Mass. Doreen and I just had a 
son, Jacob. Miriam, our 2-year-old, 
has mixed feelings about this!" 
Lauren and Keith Lerner ot Ketter-
ing, Ohio, are expecting the birth ot 
their second child in April 1987. 
Lauren wil l be completing her Air 
Force obligation in July 1987. 
Daniel Levy ot Newton, Mass., and 
his wite, Susan, announce the arrival 
ot their second child, Samuel, born 
on April 28, 1986. 
Richard Rothstein and his wite Lia 
Lotz Rothstein (SEA '80) live in Thet-
tord Center, Vt., with their two chil-
dren, Ariel, 4 1/2, and Zachary, 2 1/2. 
Richard is chiet ot the Section ot Gas-
troenterology ot the White River 
Junction Veterans Administration 
Hospital and statt gastroenterologist 
at the Hitchcock Clinic and Mary 
Hitchcock Memorial Hospital in Han-
over, N . H . Richard also is an assis-
tant professor ot medicine at the 
Dartmouth Medical School. Lia is a 
fiber artist and is chairperson ot the 
education development committee ot 
the League ot New Hampshire 
Craftsmen in Hanover, N . H . Rich, 
Lia and their children also are raising 
sheep on their small Vermont farm. 
Kenneth B. Simons ot Tucson, Ariz., 
writes, " I 'm settling in here at the 
University ot Arizona. As I left Jules 
Stein Eye, David Lee '80 was coming 
on board. When I was doing research 
at UNC, I ran into Mark Weissler '80 
and Andrea Baldyga '80. It appears 
we ot '80 are ail over the map. Hope 
we get a great tumout at our next 
reunion when we turn over our Class 
gift." 
John M . Tumolo ot Southbridge, 
Mass., has been elected to fellowship 
in the American College ot Cardiol-
ogy. He is an assistant professor ot 
medicine at the University ot Massa-
chusetts Medical School, and is affili-
ated with Harrington Memorial Hos-
pital in Southbridge, Mass. 
Ivan L. Wolf reports, " I am working 
as an internist with Immediate Care 
Physicians, P.C., in Fayetteville, N.Y. 
I also am associate director (medical) 
tor a pharmaceutical advertising firm. 
Communications Consortium, Inc. 
My wite, Bonnie, is an internist 
working tor the Onondaga County 
Health Department. We live in 
Dewitt, N.Y., with our two sons, 
Jason, 4 1/2, and Michael, 17 
months." 
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William B. FitzGerald of Bridgeport, 
Conn., reports, " I started a private 
practice in Bridgeport after complet-
ing a fellowship in pulmonary medi-
cine at New York University Medical 
Center." 
Richard Gaines writes, " I am still 
practicing anesthesia in Hollywood, 
Fla., and am now director ot educa-
tion and pediatric anesthesia tor my 
group." 
Frederick Georgian ot Worcester, 
Mass., reports, " I 'm enjoying practice 
as an internist. In my time ott, I have 
traveled to the Kingdom ot Bhutan 
and have seen the great apes ot 
Rwanda." 
Joanne E. Liegner ot Newton, N.J., 
presently is practicing OB/GYN in 
her hometown with her father. Her 
husband, David Brody, D.M.D. , a 
1981 graduate ot Boston University 
School ot Graduate Dentistry, is prac-
ticing in the next ottice. They have a 
20-month-old son named Nicholas. 
Robert M . Linear ot New York, N.Y., 
writes, " I am currently completing 
my chiet residency year at New York 
University—Bellevue Medical Center. 
In July, Debbie, Amanda and I wil l 
be moving uptown where I wil l be 
doing a surgical oncology fellowship 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center." 
Thomas A. Morris 111 ot Brockton, 
Mass., writes, " In July 1986 1 entered 
private practice in pulmonary disease 
at the Brockton Hospital and 
returned to the BUSM faculty. In the 
same month my wite, Andrea, and I 
experienced the birth ot our first 
child, Robert Andrew Morris. More 
recently, 1 have been appointed med-
ical director ot the Brockton Hospital 
Respiratory Care Area, a special 
ward tor pulmonary patients." 
Ira D. Papel ot Lutherville, Md. , 
reports, "After finishing a fellowship 
in facial plastic surgery at the Univer-
sity ot California, San Francisco, 1 
have been appointed to the faculty at 
Johns Hopkins as director ot the 
Division ot Facial Elastic and Recon-
structive Surgery in the Department 
ot Otolaryngology—Head and Neck 
Surgery. Leslie and I are expecting 
our first child in June 1987." 
Titus Plomaritis Jr. opened an 
orthopedic private practice in Pel-
ham, N . H . , in July 1986, and con-
ducts surgery at hospitals in Lowell, 
Mass. 
Daniel S. Romm is the medical 
director ot the American Rehabilita-
tion Center in Camp Hil l , Fa. His 
specialty is outpatient rehab medi-
cine, but he does consulting at Holy 
Spirit, Harrisburg and Folyclinic Hos-
pitals. He adds, " I am happily mar-
ried to Joyce Rose-Romm, M.S.W., 
C.S.W." 
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Andrea R. Fox and Kenneth S. 
Thompson ot New Rochelle, N.Y., 
are pleased to announce the birth ot 
their son, Harry Stewart, on June 15, 
1986. Andrea is now in her second 
year ot a geriatric fellowship and Ken 
is in his fifth year ot psychiatry, both 
in the Bronx. Andrea writes, " I will 
be staying on in the Division ot Ger-
iatrics at Montetiore next year, and 
Ken is to begin a research fellowship 
in Mental Health Services Research at 
Yale." 
Raymond F. Jarris Jr. ot Ocean 
Shores, Wash., reports, " I have been 
appointed clinical director ot the Tah-
ocah Indian Health Center in Taho-
cah. Wash. I am also currently serv-
ing as a lieutenant-commander in the 
U.S. Fublic Health Service, and have 
been board certified by the American 
Board ot Family Fractice. Addition-
ally, I am serving as regional advisor 
to the American Academy ot Family 
Fhysicians Commission on CME, and 
as Washington delegate to the AMA 
Young Fhysicians Section." 
Raphael Kieval ot Brighton, Mass., is 
in his second year ot a rheumatology 
fellowship at Brigham & Women's 
Hospital and the Beth Israel Hospital. 
Barbara M . Krause ot Newton, 
Mass., currently is practicing internal 
medicine at the Braintree Center ot 
Harvard Community Health Flan. 
Benetta Levine Miller writes, "My 
husband, Craig, and 1 are living in 
Deal, N.J., while I finish my general 
surgery residency at Monmouth 
Medical Center. After listening to 
innumerable pregnant-surgeon jokes, 
1 gave birth to our son, Fhilip 
Benjamin, Oct. 15, 1986. I'm begin-
ning to look tor a practice, hopefully 
in the New York area." 
Juliette Lomax-Homier is serving her 
National Health Service Corps obliga-
tion in Ft. Fierce, Fla., at a local 
clinic. She notes, "My record number 
ot deliveries so tar has been 10 in 24 
hours." 
David W. Nelson ot Littleton, N.C., 
writes " I have begun the second year 
ot a tour-year commitment to the 
National Health Service Corps to 
work in a medically underserved 
area. The past year has been very 
special to Dora and me, as we have 
enjoyed spending time with our 
daughter, Christina, 1. Rural lite has 
been an adjustment, but we have 
been happy with our quiet home lite 
with Christina. My practice has been 
very busy, but I have good coverage 
with the other members ot my 
group. I enjoyed the article on Scott 
Becker '83 (formerly ot my class), 
and I saw Steve Gold '82 on "20/20" 
two or three years ago. I would like 
to hear trom other class members." 
David C. Radovsky has just started 
solo private practice in neurology in 
Attleboro, Mass. He and his wite, 
Debby Radovsky '83, have one child, 
Gabriel, born in August 1985. 
William M . Strassberg ot Jamaica 
Flain, Mass., informs us, "Harold F. 
Fidrash, M'82, is alive, well and 
making pizzas in Hawaii (and having 
a hell ot a good time doing it!)" 
John P. Wei reports that he recently 
was married, and is living happily in 
Natick, Mass. 
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Steven E. Arnold ot Riverdale, N.Y., 
writes, " I 'm currently chiet resident 
in psychiatry at Columbia-Fresbyter-
ian Medical Center in New York. 
Reisa and I are expecting our first 
baby soon. In June we're moving to 
Iowa City where I ' l l be doing a neu-
rology residency at the University ot 
Iowa, heading toward an academic 
career in behavioral neurology." 
Andrew C. Carlson ot Lansing, Kan., 
writes, "1 completed a pediatrics resi-
dency at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in June 1986 and am now the 
chiet ot ambulatory pediatrics at 
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Patrick Healey '87, center, shares his 
residency assignment with his parents, 
Nancy and Paul Healey '58, at the 
School on Match Day. The senior Healey 
is the son of another BUSM alumnus, 
Joseph V. Healey '34. Patrick Healey will 
do his residency in general surgery at 
Hartford Hospital. 
Mursar Army Community Hospital, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. My wife, 
Patricia, and our son, Ian, age 15 
months, are both adjusting well to 
being so tar away trom the East 
Coast." 
David Goldminz ot New Haven, 
Conn., and his wite. Amy, joyfully 
announce the birth ot Ari Michael, 
on June 13, 1986. 
Richard Torres, an internist and 
member ot the National Health Ser-
vice Corps, has joined the Bridge-
port, Conn., Community Health 
Center, and the statt ot Bridgeport 
Hospital. 
Kalman L. Watsky ot Philadelphia, 
Pa., writes, " I was married this year 
to Deborah Fried, a psychiatrist-in-
training at Payne Whitney Clinic. In 
June, I ' l l complete my Navy obliga-
tion and we'll move to New Haven 
where I begin a dermatology resi-
dency at Yale. Many lite-change 
units!" 
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Bradley R. Buchbinder ot Newton, 
Mass., writes, " I am delighted to 
announce the arrival ot Michael Gold 
Buchbinder, born August 13, 1986. A 
glutton tor punishment, I am starting 
a residency in radiology at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital this July, 
after completing my residency in 
medicine at Beth Israel Hospital. Best 
wishes to many friends in tar away 
places. Please call it you come to 
town!" 
Renee M . Goetzler ot Natick, Mass., 
writes, " I can hardly believe that I 
have been married tor six months 
already. My husband, Mark Dersh-
witz, is an anesthesiologist at Massa-
chusetts General. After I finish my 
internal medicine residency this June, 
I will be staying on as a general med-
icine fellow in the Department ot 
Medicine at the University Hospital." 
85 
Stephen Guy ot New York City and 
his wite, Ruth Frank, M.D., had a 
baby, Zachary Dylan Guy-Frank, on 
Dec. 1, 1986. Stephen would like 
Ann and David Kelley '85 to write. 
Lawrence A. Schissel ot Bangor, 
Maine, reports, "Bartlett H . Hayes 
'85 is to marry Libby Brewster in 
Hawaii on March 28, 1987. Bart will 
join the USAF on active duty on July 
1, 1987." 
(Editor's Notes: Due to Centerscope's 
production schedule, this issue includes 
Class Notes received as of May 13, 
1987.) 
Necrology 
23 
Louis G. Howard ot Bethel, Maine, 
on Dec. 25, 1986. 
25 
Nicholas J. Capece ot Miltord, Mass., 
on June 10, 1986. 
28 
Samuel Ratowsky ot New York, 
N.Y., on Sept. 29, 1986. 
30 
Harvey J. Bourassa ot Winslow, 
Maine, on March 12, 1987. 
32 
John J. Donnelly ot Cranston, R.L, 
on March 3, 1987. 
33 
Willard E. Buckley ot Haddam, 
Conn., on Aug. 1, 1986. 
Joseph Houser Sr. ot Westtield, 
Mass., on Feb. 13, 1987. 
35 
Beatrice Kershaw Gardner ot 
Duxbury, Mass., on Oct. 12, 1986. 
Mark Giffords ot Los Angeles, 
Calit., on June 23, 1986. 
37 
Samuel E. Paul ot Napa, Calit., on 
April 4, 1985. 
John F. Sullivan ot Braintree, Mass., 
on Oct. 11, 1986. 
39 
Sylvester J. Carter ot New York, 
N.Y., on July 24, 1986. 
40 
Albert M . De Tora ot Stafford 
Springs, Conn., on Jan. 21, 1985. 
48 
Philip I . Wessling ot Southbridge, 
Mass., on Nov. 17, 1986. 
50 
Arthur S. Griswold ot Lititz, Fa., on 
Aug. 18, 1986. 
51 
David H . Boals ot Fort Arthur, 
Texas, on Sept. 7, 1986. 
52 
Donald P. Kenefick ot Chatham, 
N.Y., on Nov. 4, 1986. 
83 
Thomas M . Nevola ot Augusta, 
Maine, on March 24, 1986. 
84 
Kurt V. M . Soto ot Brooklyn, N.Y., 
on Dec. 21, 1986. 
40 
The New England 
Journal of Medicine 
In January, 1812, Drs. 
John C . Warren and 
James Jackson of 
Boston were co-
editors of a new 
American journal. 
The New England 
Journal of Medicine >/. u . 
and Surgery, and the Collateral 
Branches of Science. The first 
issue included articles 
at the forefront of medicine 
about angina pectoris, 
treatment of bums, and 
gastrointestinal dis-
orders of 
children. 
Today, over 
225,000 sub-
scribers stiU 
tum to the 
New England Journal X./^^. 
oj Medicine to leam ''^  ^ 
about the latest advances 
in all aspects of medicine. 
Join us in celebrating 
our 175tb anniversary, 
and subscribe to the 
NEJM—the single 
best way to leam 
what is new and 
important in 
medicine! 
The New England Journal of Medicine, 10 Shattuck Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02115 
Boston University 
School of Medicine 
Continuing Medical Education 
Course Announcements: 1987-1988 
1. General Principles in Toxicology and Toxicologic 
Pathology/August 17-21, 1987/Course Directors: 
Adrianne E. Rogers, M.D., and Paul M. Newbeme, 
D.V.M., Ph.D./Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, MA 
2. Ninth Annual Emergency Pediatrics/September 10-
11, 1987/Course Directors: Robert M. Reece, M.D., and 
Stephen I. Pelton, M.D./Sheraton Boston Hotel, Bos-
ton, MA 
3. Advanced Trauma Life Support/September 16-18, 
1987; January 21-22, 1988; May 5-6, 1988/Course Direc-
tor: Erwin Hiisch, M.D./Boston University Medical 
Center, Boston, MA 
4. Angioscopy, Laser Surgery, Laser Endoscopy, Laser 
Angioplasty/November 19-20, 1987; January 14-15, 
1988; March 24-25, 1988/Course Director: Joseph 
Pietrafitta, M.D./Boston University Medical Center, 
Boston, MA 
5. Does "An Aspirin A Day" Reduce the Risk of 
Heart Disease and Stroke?/September 18, 1987/Course 
Director: Robert M. Levin, M.D./Hotel Meridian, Bos-
ton, MA 
6. Tunable Dye Laser Workshop on Treatment of Vas-
cular Lesions of the Skin/October 31-November 1, 
1987; March 5-6, 1988/Course Director: Oon Tian Tan, 
M.D./Boston University Medical Center, Boston, MA 
7. An Update In Reproductive Endocrinology and 
Inferlilifi'/November 4-6, 1987/Course Director: Ginter 
Sotrel, M.D./Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Boston, MA 
8. Second Annual Smithwick Foundation Lecture and 
Day in Surgery/November 6, 1987/Course Director: 
Robert W. Hobson II, M.D./Boston University Medical 
Center, Boston, MA 
9. Uro-Oncology Update 1987/December 5, 1987/ 
Course Director: Richard Babayan, M.D./Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, Cambridge, MA 
10. High Risk Obstetrics/December 27-29, 1987/Course 
Director: Leonard J. Cibley, M.D./Buena Vista Palace 
Hotel, Walt Disney World, FL 
11. The First 30 Minutes: The Boston City Hospital 
Approach to Medical and Pediatric Emergencies/ 
December 27-30, 1987/Course Directors: Robert M. 
Levin, M.D., and Stephen I. Pelton, M.D./Buena Vista 
Palace Hotel, Walt Disney World, FL 
12. Therapeutic Challenges for 1988—An International 
Retreat in Cardiology/January 22-30, 1988/Course 
Director: Thomas J. Ryan, M.D., and Paul Hugenholtz, 
M.D./Lenzerheide, Switzerland 
13. Urology Update 1988/January 25-29, 1988/Course 
Director: Robert J. Krane, M.D.A'he Yarrow, Park City, 
UT 
14. Advances in Internal Medicine/February 8-12, 
1988/Course Directors: Robert M. Levin, M.D., and 
Laurence B. Gardner, M.D./The Yarrow, Park City, UT 
15. Palm Beach Magnetic Resonance Imaging Update/ 
February 15-17, 1988/Course Directors: Allan M. Green, 
M.D., Ph.D., and NeU Steinmetz, M.D./Hyatt Palm 
Beaches, West Palm Beach, FL 
16. Sports Medicine and Orthopedic Trauma/February 
22-26, 1988/Course Director: George Whitelaw, M.D./ 
Topnotch Resort, Stowe, VT 
17. Current Clinical Pediatrics/February 29-March 4, 
1988/Course Director: Stephen I. Pelton, M.D./The 
Sugarbush Inn, Warren, VT 
18. The Problem Foot and Ankle/March 7-11, 1988/ 
Course Director: Leon H. Malkin, M.D./Frenchman's 
Reef, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 
19. Behavioral Pediatrics: Clinical Problems in 
Primary Care/March 25-26, 1988/Course Director: Barry 
Zuckerman, M.D./Parker House, Boston, MA 
20. Review Course and Update in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology 1988/March 28-30, 1988/Course Director: 
Leonard J. Cibley, M.D./The Parker House, Boston, 
MA 
21. Recent Advances in Management ot Infectious 
Diseases in Children/April 9, 1988/Course Director: 
Jerome O. Klein, M.D./The Charles Hotel, Cambridge, 
MA 
22. Current Clinical Pediatrics/April 18-22, 1988/ 
Course Director: Stephen I. Pelton, M.D./Mariner's 
Inn, HUton Head, SC 
23. Sexual Attitude Reassessment/April 23-24, 1988/ 
Course Director: Stanley Ducharme, Ph.D./Boston Uiu-
versity Medical Center, Boston, MA 
24. Lasers in Medicine/May TBA/Course Director: 
Joseph J. Pietrafitta, M.D./Bermuda 
25. Controversies in Internal Medicine/May 9-13, 1988/ 
Course Director: Robert M. Levin, M.D./MarinePs Inn, 
HUton Head, SC 
26. The Third International Symposium on Myocar-
dial Protection Via the Coronary Sinus/June 23-24, 
1988/Course Directors: David P. Faxon, M.D., and 
Werner Mohl, M.D., Ph.D./Charles Hotel, Cambridge, 
MA 
For further information, contact: Department of Con-
tinuing Medical Education, Boston University School of 
Medicine, 80 E. Concord St., Boston, MA 02118. Tele-
phone: 617 638-4605. 
